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Art. I.—MONETY.

Tae power of man over matter is limited to effecting changes of place
and of form. To enable him to accomplish the first, he requires wagons,
horses, ships, and railroads ; and to do the same by the latter, ha requires

, spades, plows, mills, furnaces, and steam-engines. Among men, changes
of ownership are to be effected, and for that purpose they require the
aid of some general medium of circulation.

In the early periods of society man has little to excﬁange, and there are

- consequently few exchanges. The few that are made, are by direct bar-

. ter, skins being given for knives, clothing, or food. By degrees, however,
with the progress of population and wealth, all communities are seen to
have endeavored to facilitate the transfer of property by the adoption of
some common standard, by help of which to measure the value of the
commodities to be exchanged, and thus cattle were used among the early
Greeks ; while slaves and cattle, or “living money,” as it was then denom-

. inated, were commonly in use among the Anglo-Saxons, as now among
the negro tribes of Africa.

Under such circumstances, however, exchanges were tedious of negotia-
tion, and were attended with vast waste of labor consequent upon the diffi-
culty of finding persons who at one and the same time stood in need of a
commodity and possessed some other one that the holder of the first was

-willing to accept in return for it. ‘
The diversity of employments was then exceedingly small. Where
- all are farmers or shepherds, all have the same commodities with
which they desire to part, and all find it difficult to sell preparatory to
making a purchase. 'With further g-%gress, we find man everywhere to
- have been ‘engaged in removing the difficulty, and for that Eurpose adopt-
ing successively iron, copper, and bronze, preparatory to obtaining silver
rand gold to be used as the machinery for effecting exchanges from
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hand to hand among the members of the several communities, and among
the communities themselves.

The recommendations of those metals for the purpose are great. Being
scantily diffused throughout the earth, and requiring therefore much labor
for their collection, they represent a large amount of value, while them-
selves of little bulk, and therefore capable of being readily and securely
stored, or transported from place to ixlace. Not being liable to rust or dam-

e, they may be Freserved uninjured for any length of time, and their sup-
P t,ﬂ is consequently much less liable to variation than wheat, corn, or any
other of the fruits of the earth, whose crops are so largely dependent
upon the contingencies of the weather, and cannot for any length of time
be preserved. Capable of minute subdivision, they can be as well used for
the performance of exchanges to the extent of a single cent as for those
of millions of dollars; and the readers of a penny paper know how vast
an amount of exchanges is performed by help of a coin of one cent, that
could not be performed at all were there none in use of less value than
even five or ten cents.

To facilitate their use, the various communities of the world are accus-
tomed to have them cut into small pieces and weighed, after which, they
are so stamped as to enable every one to discern at once how much gold
or silver is offered him in exchange for the commodity he has to sell; but
the value of the piece is in no manner due to this process of coinage. In
the early periods of society all the metals passe(f in bars, requiring, of
course, to'be weighed, and such is now the case with much of the gold
that passes between California and Europe. Gold dust has also to be
weighed, and allowance has to be made for the impurities with which the
gold iteelf is connected; but with this exception, it is of precisely the
same value with gold passed from the mint and stamped with an eagle,
a head of Victoria, or of Nicholas.

The machinery of exchange in use among men is, therefore, of three
kinds—that required for progucing changes of place, that required for ef-
fecting changes of form, and lastly, that used for effecting changes of owner-
ship ; and if we now examine the course of proceeding with regard to
them, we shall find it to be the same in all, thus furnishing proof of the
universality of the natural laws to whose government man is subject.

In the early periods of society, the obstacles to changes of place are
numerous and great. Roads are then but Indian paths, and transportation
is effected by help of the shoulders and backs of men, and the value of
the commod)i't at market is but little more than the charge for trans-
portation, The producer of the grain then receives for his share a very

~ small proportion of the cloth given for it by the weaver, while the latter
receives but {a small proportion of the wheat given by the cultivator of
" the earth, anr both continue poor, while the transporter grows rich, as is
shown by the vast wealth accumulated by the Fuggers, the Medici, and
other “ merchant princes” of the middle ages. The real parties to all
exchanges are the producers and the consumers, both of whom are led at
length to see how greatly their condition would be improved by diminish-
ing the power of the machine by which exchanges are effected, even where
it cannot be altogether eliminated by bringing the two together and
_ enabling them to maintain their commerce free from any charge for in-
termmediate agency.
With this object in view, the path is gradually converted into a road,
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which next is paved with stone, and is at length superseded entirely by
the railroad, while the slow-going mule is superseded by the rapidly-
moving engine. With every step in this direction, we find a diminution
in the proportion of the transporter, and consequent increase of that di-
vided between the producer and the consumer. Increased power of asso-
cigtion, increased motion manifested by a great increase of production
and consumption, and increased individuality among the members of the
community, are then accompanied by a rapid increase in the power of ac-
cumulating machinery to be used in aid of further progress. ’

. So, too, in the work of conversion. In the early periods of society, the
quantity of labor that intervenes between the production of grain and the
consumption of bread, is very great. The producer has to grind his rye
or his wheat between stones, and a considerable portion of his time is thus
occupied when it could be better employed in increasing the quantity of
grain. By degrees, the grist-mill comes nearer to him, and he saves
much time by going to it, although it Is still far distant. Population and
wealth, however, increase. A new mill is established in his {mmediate
neighborhood, and he now exchanges directly with the miller, saving
nearly all the time that before he had wasted on the road, and the con-
sumers of food by whom he is surrounded now obtain nearly all the wheat
given for the cloth, while its producer obtains nearly all the cloth given
for the wheat.

- We have here precisely the same results as those obtained from the im-
provement of roads, but on a larger scale, because the savings are of a
more minute character, and therefore more operative throughout the
various portions of society. The miller and the cloth-maker require help,
and as tEeir operations are less severe than those of the field, they bring
into use the labor of many persons who would otherwise be idle, and render
ugeful many commodities that would otherwise be wasted; and thus it
is that increased power of combination is seen to be so invariably attended
with increased motion and increased production and consumption, with
rapid increase in the power of accumulation.

Nevertheless, with all these improvements, without some standard for the
comparison of values in general estimation, and susceptible of being readil
placed away in security until required, exchanges would still be very small
indeed. The farmer would not need wheat from his brother farmer, and
yet the latter might have nothing else to offer him for his cow or calf,
The miller might not need cloth from the clothier, though always ready
to receive wheat.

To remove these obstacles between producer and consumer, gold and
silver are purchased, and they are then divided into small pieces, by help
of which the farmer, the miller, the clothier, and all other members of
society, are enabled to effect exchanges, even to the extent of purchasing
for a single cent their share of the labors of thousands and tens of thou-
sands of men employed in making railroads, engines, and cars, and trans-
portinti upon them annually hundreds of millions of letters; or, for another
cent, their share of the labor of the hundreds, if not thousands, of men who
have in various manners contributed to the production of a penny news-
paper. The small coin is thus a savirg fund for labor, because it gives utility
to thousands of millions of minutes that would be wasted did not a de-
mand exist for them at the moment the power to labor was produced.
Labor is the first price given for everything we value, and it is the com-
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modity that all have to offer in exchange; and the grog‘res.s of all commu~
nities in wealth and power is'in the direct ratio of the presence or absence
of an instant demand for the labor of each and every man in the commu-
nity resulting from the existence of a power on the part of each and every
other man to offer something valuable in exchange for it. It is the only
commodity that perishes at the instant of production, and that, if not then
put to use, is wasted.

The reader of this article is momently producing labor power and con-
stantly taking in the fuel by whose consumption it is produced, and that'
fuel 18 wasted unless its product be on the instant usefully employed.
The most delicate fruits or flowers may be kept for hours or days; but
labor power cannot be kept even for a second. That the instant power of
profitable consumption may be coincident with the instant production of
this universal commodity, there must be incessant combination, followed
by incessant division and subdivision, and that in turn followed by as in-
cessant recomposition. This is seen in the case referred to,where coal, iron
ore, and lead miners, furnace men, machine makers, rag gatherers, carters,
bleachers and makers of bleaching powders, paper makers, railroad and
canal men, type makers, compositors, pressmen, authors, editors, publish-
ers, newsboys, and hosts of others, combine their efforts for the production
in market of a heap of newspapers that has, at the instant of production, to
be divided off into portions fitting the pockets of hundreds of thousands -
of consumers. Each of these pays one cent, and then perhaps subdivides
it among half a dozen others, so that the cost to each of its readers is per-
haps no more than a single cent per week; and yet, each obtains his
:lhare of the labors of each and all of the persons {y whom it was pro-

uced.

Improvements in the modes of transportation are advantageous to man,
but the service they render is very small when compared with their cost.
A ship that has cost forty or fifty thousand ‘dollars cannot effect exchanges
between men at opposite sides of the Atlantic to an extent exceeding five
or six thousand tons per annum, whereas a furnace of the same cost will
effect the transmutation of thirty thousand tons weight of coal, ore, lime-
stone, food, and clothing, into iron; but the exchanges effected by its aid
will not exceed a value of a hundred or a hundred and fifty thousand dol-
lars. Let these be compared with the exchanges effected in a year by the
help of fifty thousand dollars’ worth of little white pieces representing la-
bor to the extent of three or five cents—labor which by their help is
gathered up into a heap, and then divided and subdivided day after
day throughout the year, and it will be found that the service rendered to
" society in economizing labor by each dollar’s worth of money is greater
than is rendered by hundreds, if not thousands, employed in manufactures,
or tens of thousands in ships or railroads; and yet there are able writers
who tell us that the money which circulates throughout a country is so
much “dead capital,” and that is * an important portion of the capital of
a country that produces nothing for the country.”

Others mourn over the cost of maintaining the currency, as if it
were altogether lost, while expatiating on the advantages of canals and
railroads—not perceiving, apparently, that while the operations of the
two are identical in character, the removal of obstacles between the
producer and the consumer, the money that could be carried in a bag
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and -that would scarcely lose in weight with a service of half g dezen
years, would, and does, effect more exchanges and economize more labor
than could be effected by a fleet of ships, many of which would at the
close of such a period of service, be rotting on the shores on which th:é
had been stranded, while the remainder would already have lost one-half -
of their original value. . :

If we now look to those countries in which roads are best and most
numerous, we shall find that it is there that new roads are most readily
made. - The reason why it is so is, that by reason of the great power
of association, there is great economy of labor, accompanied by a constant
decrease in the proportion required for present food and clothing, and cor-
responding increase in the proportion that may be applied to the produc-
tion of machinery required for further improvement. In such countries
motion increases in a geometrical ratio, because of the removal of obstruc-
tions to direct association between the producer and the consumer, the real
parties to all exchanges, the trader and transporter being only the instrus
ments by help of which the exchanges are eﬂ%cted. '

It is here, as everywhere, that the first step is the most difficult. Rus-
sia finds it difficult to obtain her first railroad, whereas England makes
them when she pleases. India is totally unable to make a road for her-
self, and Ireland is little better; whereas Belgium has been made a net-
work of roads. New England and New York make roads by thousands
of miles; while Arkansas has, perhaps, her first mile of railroad yet to
make. :

So is it with the machinery of conversion. The first step is here again
the most difficult ; and hence it is that we see communities so often aid-
ing in its establishment. Mills and furnaces can readily be built in Eng-
land, because of the great economy of labor resulting from the existence
of previous machinery of similar kind; and yet India cannot build
either furnaces or mills, although she has fuel, ore, and cotton in great
abundance. New England, where mills exist, can build more mills; but
Illinois and Wisconsin cannot, and their people are therefore forced to de-
pend on machinery of transportation, of all others the most costly in pro-
portion to the service rendered. v

So again with money, in regard to which the first step is, everywhere,
the most difficult. Those nations which have it, find little difficulty in in-
ereasing their store ; while those which have it not, can scarcely obtain or
retain any of it; and this is quite as true of them as it is of individuals. At
an early period, and indeed until within the last century, it tended towards
India, which then was rich; but India now is poor, and the tendency is in
a contrary direction. ,

In default of metallic money, the Anglo-Saxons used slaves and cattle ;
but now the tendency of the gold of the world is towards England, and
through that country, to the richer of the communities of the continent.
Money gravitates towards money, and the faster the accumulation of the
precious metals in any country, the greater is there the power to purchase
more to be used for the various purposes for which they are required in
the arts ; for with every step in this direction, there is increased power of
association, increased production and consumption, and increased power
of accumulation, resulting from the increased facility of exchange. That
such was everywhere the case, was remarked a century since Ey Hume,
who told his readers that— '
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* “TIn every kingdom into which money begins to flow in greater abnndanee
than formerly everything takes a new face: labor and industry gain life; the
merchant becomes more enterprising, the manufacturer more diligent and skilk-
fol; and even the farmer follows his plow with more alaerity and attention.”—
Essay ox Money.

This i8 in accordance with the observation of every one who will read
this article. 'When money flows in everything is animated and every man
can sell his labor, because exchanies are then rapid. When, on the con-
trary, it flows out motion diminishes and labor is wasted. At one place
in which hundreds of men have been accustomed to combine their effort
for tht:)sroduction of commodities to be divided among the owners of one,
two, and three cent pieces, work ceases, and the people before employed
in it cease to have such pieces to offer, and this produces stoppage else-
where; and if the outward flow of the metals be long continued, the stop-
page of motion gradually extends itself to all Eortions of society until at
ength paralysis takes place, as was 50 nearly the case among ourselves, in
1842—in England in 1847—and as may now be observed in various parts
of this country at the present moment. Let the flow be reversed and
establish an inward current of the precious metals, and at once motion
will be reproduced, commencing with one description of trade and gradu-
ally extending itself- to all others, as was the case with us in the period
between 1843 and 1847. All power results from motion, and whenever
the latter decreases there must inevitably be a decrease of the former, as
is here now seen to be the case. From day to day machine shops are
being closed, and men are rendered unable to exchange their labor, and
of course déprived of the ability to aid in furnishing a market for the labor
of others, and thus is being produced a vast waste of that labor power
which results from the consumption of food, while the necessity for food
continues as great as ever, and even increases from day to day with the
steady growth of population. Were the directors of a railroad company
to keep all their engines fully supplied with fuel, producing steam to run
to waste, ruin would be predicted as likelf to be the result of such mis-
management, and yet nations permit millions of human engines to be
gonst&mtly consuming fuel while applying to no use the power that is pro-
duced. :

Of all the machinery in use among men there is none that exercises upon
their actions so great an influence as that which—as money—gathers up
and divides and subdivides, and then gathers up again to be on the instant
divided and subdivided again, the minutes and quarter hours of a com-
munity. It is the machinery of association, and the indispensable machinery
of progress, and therefore it is that we see in all new or poor communities
80 constant an effort to obtain something to be used in place of it, as is shown
in many of the states of Europe where irredeemable paper constitutes the
sole medium of exchange. Throughout the states of the West we see an
unceasing effort to obtain something that can be used as currency, and
whole communities using it even when of somewhat questionable charac-
ter. So well is this want understood that many Eastern banks supply
notes for the express purpose of Western circulation, and the people there
receive them and pass them from hand to hand tecause any money is
better than none, and good they cannot get, for the reason that metallie
‘money always flows from the place where the charge for jts use is high to
that at which it is low, as is now seen to be every day the case. The rate
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of interest in the- West is at present enormous, but every day witnesses
the export of gold to New York, where it is somewhat cheaper, and yet
even the high interest of that city—now ranging from one to two-and-a-
half per cent per month—cannot prevent it from going to France and
England where it can command only four or five per cent per annum.
Money thus obeys the same law as water. The latter falls on the hills,*
but from the moment of its fall it never stops until it reaches the ocean,
nor does the gold of California or the silver of Mexico stop until it reaches
the great ocean of trade, where interest on money s always low. 'Why this
is 80, we may now examine.

Where roads are good, new ones, as has been shown, can be cheaply
made, because of the facility of -transportation on the old onmes. Where
machinery of conversion abounds new machinery may be cheaply made.
‘Where the machinery of exchange, called money, abounds further supplies
may be cheaply bought, because of the wonderful effect produced by that
combination of labor which results from' association. It is where money
is cheap so far as regards interest, that it is dear as reiards all the finished
commodities required for the use of the men who work gold mines or cul-
tivate the earth. A piece of gold will buy far more cloth in Britain than
in California, and it goes to the former to yield four per cent interest when
it might stay in the latter to E)y thirty or forty per cent. For the same
reason it goes from Illinois to Boston, from Mississippi to Providence, from
New York to Belgium and Germany, from Brazil to Paris, and from India
to Manchester and Birmingham, and the faster it goes the stronger is the
tendency towards the acceleration of its passage.

The greater the quantity of gold sent to the great manufacturing
centers of the earth, the lower will be the rate of interest there, the
greater the facility of constructing new roads and mills, and the greater
that of making those exchanges from hand to hand for accomplishing which
money is so entirely indispensable. Directly the reverse effect is produced
in the country from which it is exported, and in which, by reason of its
export, the supply diminishes. With every day old mills and old fur-
naces are closed, and with each there is a diminution in the power to make
exchanges of labor, as a consequence of which more of that great com-
modity 1s wasted than is profitably used. With every step in this direc-
tion there is an increase in the necessity for going to the great centers of
trade with the few rude products of the earth that will bear transportation
to distant markets.

- We are told, however, that the only effect of an increase of the supply
of gold and silver is that of “heightening the price of commodities and
obliging every one to pay more of those little yellow or white pieces for
every thing he purchases.” Were that really the case, it would be
somewhat extraordinary to see money always, century after century, pass-
ing in the same direction, to the countries that are rich from those that
are poor, and so poor that they cannot afford to keep as much of it as is
absolutely necessary for their own exchanges. The gold of Siberia leaves
a country in which so little circulates that labor and its products are at
the lowest prices, to find its way to St. Petersburgh, where it will purchase
much less labor and much less of wheat or hemp ; but even there it cannot
stay, and it travels abroad so rapidly that the people of Russia are com-

lled to use paper roubles to enable them to make their exchanges. So
18 it in all the countries that export raw produce; and so it must be, be-
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cause it will go to those countries that buy such produce and finish it.
to be ready for use; and in these latter money will always be at a low.
rate of interest, while its owner will be enabled to purchase cheaply
clothing and other of the conveniences and comforts of life. It would
seem thus that increase in the supply of money, so far from having the
effect of causing men to give two pieces for an article that could before
have been had for one, has, on the contrary, that of enabling them to ob-
tain for one piece the commodity that before had cost them two, and that
such is the case can readily be shown.

- Money tends to diminish the obstacles interposed between the producer
and the consumer, precisely as do railroads and mills, and all of them tend
to the raising of the value of labor and .land, while cheapening all the
finished products of labor, and largely increasing the rewards of the agri-
culturist. Every diminution in the competition of railroads tends to lessen
the value of labor and land. So does every diminution in the number of
mills and furnaces, and so in a still greater degree does every diminution
in the supply of money—whereas, increase in one or all of tends to
produce exactly the reverse effects. Why such is the case is, that with every
improvement in the character of the machinery of exchange, the pro-
portion of the transporter, miller, or owner of money is diminisheie' and more
is left to be divided between the producer and the consumer, both of whom
obtain larger wages, and are enabled to accumulate capital to be applied to
the improvement of the land, or the conversion of its products; and the more
that is thus applied the cheaper will be the products of the.garden and the
factory. It is within the knowledge of all, that manufactures of all kinda
have greatly fallen in price, and that the quantity of cotton cloth that can
now be obtained for one dollar is as great as would formerly have cost five
dollars, and that the reduction has taken place in the very countries inio
whick the gold of the world has sisadily flowed, and into which it now is
Aowing, from which it would seem that prices of commodities tend to fall
as money comes in, while land and labor tend to rise in price. The gold
of California and Australia now goes to Germany, France, Belgium, and
Great Britain, where money is plenty and interest is low, because there
manufactured commodities are cheap and money is valuable when mea-~
sured by them. It does not go to Spain, Italy, Portugal, or Turkey, be~
cause there manufactured goods are dear, and land and labor are cheap,
It does not stop in Mississippi, Arkansas, or Texas, because there too manu-
factures are dear and land and labor are cheap—but there it will stop at
some future period when it shall have been ascertained that the plow and
1l;he harrow should always be the near neighbors of the spindle and the

oom.

It has been said above that garden vegetables and green crops tend
steadily to decline in price in all those countries into which money is
flowing, and the reason for this is, that improvements in agriculture always
accompany manufactures, and manufactures always attract the precious
metals. 1t is within the knowledge of every one familiar with the opera-
tions of the West that while corn and pork are there always cheap, cab-
bages, peas, beans, and all green crops are invariably scarce and dear, and
8o continue until, as around Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, and some few other

laces, population and wealth have given a stimulus to agriculture. In

gland the increase of green crops of all kinds has been immense, attend-
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ed with decline in price, and in France a recent writer* informs us that,
notwithstanding the increase in the quantity of money, the price of wine
is scarcely more than one-fourth of what it was at the date of the discovery
of this continent. By another, we are told that “every man in France of
forty years of age must have remarked the sensible diminution in the price
of garden produce, fruits of all kinds, flowers, &c., and that most of the
oleaginous grains and plants used in manufactures have fallen in like man-
ner, while beets, carrots, beans, &o., have become so common that they:
are now fed to animals in the stable.”’t :

In further confirmation of this view, we may take the average prices of
labor and wheat in France for the last century and a half, as given by M.
de Jonnes, one of the highest authorities of that country :—

Annual wages of

an agricuitural Average price -
famlly. of wheat per hectoliter.
francs. francs.

Under Louis XIV. .. 186 18.85
“ XV.ieeoo 1268 18.05

“« XVI... 161 18.00
Napoleon ...civverenarsee oue 400 21.00
Louis Philippe....ccoevvaeiane 500 19.08

We see thus that while the money price of labor has almost quadrupled,
the price of wheat at the close was scarcely more than at the commence-
ment. We are also assured that the wages of artisans have quadrupled
within a eentury, and that the utmost increase in the price of wheat has
been twenty-five per cent.f In the same period the increase in the price
of land has been immensely great.

Food thus becomes more abundant in those countries into which gold is
steadily flowing, and it becomes less abundant in those from which the

Id flows, as is seen in Virginia, which has steadily exhausted her land—
in Turkey—in Portugal—in India—and in all those countries land'and
labor are low in price. Give them manufactures, thus enabling them to
combine their efforts, and they will obtain and retain gold, and thenthe
will make roads, and the supplies of food will steadily increase as clo
and iron become cheaper, and land and labor will then rise in price. The
most necessary part of the machinery of exchange is that which facilitates
the passage of labor and its products from hand to hand, and any diminu-
tion of its quantity is felt with tenfold the severity of a diminution of the
quantity of railroad-cars or steamboats, because of the enormous amount
of the exchanges that may be made from hand to hand compared with
those that are made between men that are distant from each other ; neverthe-
less writers who congratulate the nation on the building of new ships, look
with indifference upon a constant and increasing drain of the precious
metals, attended by a cessation of motion throughout the community that
promises, in the end, to be as perfect as was that which existed in 1842.

- Wae see, thus, that there is a constant tendency to decline in the value
of gold as compared with labor and land in all those countries in which
the supply of gold increases, and to a rise in that value in all those in which it
diminishes, which latter is fully exhibited in several of the older Southern
Btates. Why it declines in the former is that, from day to day, as manu-

* M. Moreau de Jonnes.
+ De Fontenay. Du Revenu Foncier.
2 Did.
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factures and agriculture improve, there is found constantly increasing facil-
ity for obtaining further supplies, and the value of the old stock cannot
exceed the cost of reproduction. For the same reason there is a decline
in the value of old roads and old steam-engines. With each new one
there is increased facility in obtaining newer and better ones, and the value
of those existing can never exceed that of the labor and skill required for
producing others of equal power. Precisely so is it with money. In the
early periods of society, gold and silver were obtained from the poor soils
of Europe, but now they are yielded by the rich ones of Asia, America,
and Australia, and while the supply of the precious metals tends steadily
to increase, and to raise prices, the steadily increasing power of associa-
tion in all the manufacturing communities of the world causes so large an
increase of the supply of manufactures and of food, that the tendency to
rise in their price 1s counteracted, and prices fall instead of rising—and
the only real advance is in labor and land. The harmony of interests be-
tween the miner and his customer is, therefore, complete, and all benefit
by the increased supplies of the precious metals—of all others the most
important instruments by which exchanges are effected.

nterest, however, tends to fall as money becomes more abundant, and
here there might seem to be opposition of interests, but, as we have seen,
the constantly ‘increasing supply of the necessaries of life produces a de-
crease of prices, that compensates for the apparent loss to the man who
has money to lend. So is it everywhere. As railroads and canals increase
there is a constant diminution in the proportion of the goods carried on
them that is absorbed by freight, and yet with every step in the progress of
that diminution we see an increase of both ability and inclination to make
new ones. So again with mills, furnaces, and steam-engines, all of which
require for their services a constantly diminishing proporfion of the com-
modities produced by them, with constant increase in the disposition and
the ability required for the conmstruction of new ones. Reverse the case,
and diminish the supply of money, and all is reversed. The rate of in-
terest rises and motion diminishes. The transporter must then increase his
proportion of the goods he carries, and the miller must take larger toll on
the grain he grinds, or the wool he converts into cloth, and with this in-
crease of proportion there is a daily diminution in both ability and incli-
nation to Increase the quantity of machinery for making cloth or flour.
The freights of ships and the profits of mills must rise in their proportion
as the interest of money rises, or the owners of ships and mills will suffer,
and if they do rise, they can do so only at the cost of the producer and
the consumer.

They cannot, however, rise, for when the interest of money rises, it is
always occasioned by a decline in production, and in the quantity of goods
to be carried, as well as in the demand for cloth, axes, plows, and steam-
engines—and it is upon the owners of permanent improvements of all
kinds that the diminution in the supply of money falls with greatest se-
verity. The man who buys and sells g-om hour to hour, finds a diminu-
tion of his business and his profits, but the owners of mills and mines,
lands and ships, find a large diminution of their capital, and thus it is that
8o large a proportion of the most useful men in society are ruined in the
financial crises that in every country follow the adoption of a system of
trade that tends to diminish the supply of the precious metals.

Money is often spoken of as capital, and thus we are told that interest
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is high because “ capital is scarce,” but there would be as much propriet

in saying that freights are high because capital is scarce. Interest is hig|

when money is scarce, and then freights and profits are always small in
amount, even when large in proportion to the value of the goods carried
or manufactured. Interest is paid for the use of money alone, and it
moves in an opposite direction from profits and freights. Anything that
causes diminution of production, as droughts, fires, or freshets, causes an
advance in the price paid for the use of money, and a decline in that paid for
the use of ships or mills; whereas anything that causes increase of produc-
tion causes a decline in the price of money, and an advance in that of the
machinery required for production and conversion, and to cause the
creation of more ships and mills until the equilibrium is restored. We
are often told that the high profits of this country are the cause of the
high rate of interest that is paid, whereas it is the scarcity of money that
causes interest to be high, and enables those who have it to obtain large
profits by standing between the producer, who has to obtain advances,
and-the consumer who desires to obtain cloth and iron, to be paid for
when his crop is harvested. Interest is always high in the countries from
which money flows, and it is always low in those to which it goes, and
therefore it is that the producer and consumer of the former are taxed so
heavily by high charges for the use of the machinery of exchange, while
so lightly taxed in the latter.

This mistake of confounding money with capital appears in a recent
work by one of the leading economists of France, who regards it as an

“error but too common to say that “money is plenty, or money is scarce,
“to indicate that state of things which exists when the artisan seeking for

capital obtains it with facility, or finds it difficult to be obtained.”
He is of opinion that the English expression “ money market” should

_ be changed to “capital market,” and that when the former complains that

‘““money is scarce, he is the dupe of a metaphor, in virtue of which, in

ordinary speech, capital is termed money, because money is the measure
of capital.”

The error here is, as I conceive, on the side of the economist, and not
on that of the farmer, whose daily experience teaches him that when
money, the machine by help of which exchanges are made from hand to

“hand, circulates freely, he becomes more prosperous from day to day ;

whereas, when it is scarce, and circulates slowly, he becomes daily less
prosperous. It is not capital that is needed, but money, the machine by
help of which the products of labor and capital are kept in motion, and
without which they cannot move except in the fashion of Frimitive times,
when skins were traded for knives and cloth. The actual capital of this

" country in houses, lands, factories, furnaces, mines, ships, roads, canals, and

" other similar property, has, in the last three years, been increased by the
" application of labor to the extent of at least a thousand millions of dollars,

and yet we see in all directions roads half finished and unlikely soon to

‘be finished although laborers are seeking employment—mills likely to be
‘stopped for want of demand for their products—Ilaborers unable to sell

their labor—and men of business everywhere compelled to curtail their
operations, because of the difficulty experienced in collecting their debts.
Why is this.sof Why should gloom and almost despair have everywhere
taken possession of men who but two years since deemed themselves so
highly prosperous? Not, certainly, because of any diminution of copital,
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for that is greater than it has ever been. Look where we may we see new
‘houses, roads, and farms, and almost States, created since the date of the
last census, and in the last two years alone, the addition to the population
.eannot have been much less than two millions. Capital and labor, the
things to be moved, have increased, but with that increase there has been
a steady export of the machinery by which they were to be moved, and
the results we now observe are precisely those which might have been ex-

ted from such a course of operation. The export of some thirty or

y millions of dollars in gold has produced this state of things, and to
produce an almost entire stoppage of motion it is needed only that the
export from the Atlantic States should, in the next twelve months,
exceed by ten, fifteen, or twenty millions the import from California. The
little capital required for making a railroad adds many millions to the
value of the land through which it runs, because it produces rapid circu-
lation of their products. The very little required for building furnaces
and mills gives great value to land and labor, because it produces motion
among the labor and its products that seek to be exchanged—but the very
minute quantity employed in maintaining the machinery of exchange from

hand to hand, produces results fifty-fold greater in proportion to its amount..

The wealth of the country in 1845 was but little greater than it had been
in 1842, yet prosperity reigned everywhere in the former year, because
money was flowing in and motion was being produced, whereas in the lat-
ter it was flowing out, and motion was being suspended and the power of
association was being destroyed. Were it possible this day to announce
that by reason of any change of policy the export of gold would be
-stopped, and that the quantity in the country would steadily be increased
by retaining the imports from California, money would almost at once
"again become abundant, motion would recommence, and prosperity would
reign throughout the land—and yet the difference in the next year would
not amount to one-quarter of one per cent of the value of the land and lubor
-of the country. Capital would be increased by a portion so minute as
scarcely to be discernable, and yet the money value—the value at which it
would be exchanged—would be augmented by many hundreds of millions.
‘At present all is stagnant, and there is little force. Then, all would be
life and motion, and the force exerted would be great.
France exhibits the effect of the want of money in the low rate of average
wages, due, as Mons. de Jonnes* informs us, to the frequent and prolonged
.suspensions of labor, (ckommages,) and to the competition of laborers, both
of them consequences of want of the necessary machinery of circulation.
In that country there are few local institutions to furnish any substitute
for metallic money, and what there is of the latter in circulation is, to a
great extent, absorbed by demands for the payment of taxes, and has first
to be collected in the Departments, then transmitted to Paris, whence it
finds its way slowly back to the place from whence it came, the consequence
of which is, that money is scarce, combination of action exists in a ver:
- small degree, and but little motion is produced. The manner in whici
such suspensions of activity as those described by Mons. de Jonnes, would
bé terminated by a small amount of money, is well exhibited by another
. distinguished French economist in the following passage :—

Lew € e O ® Annuaire de Peconontic Politique.
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i #0On one side we see a mechanic, a hlacksmith, and a wheelwright, whose
-shops are closed, not J)erhaps beeause of ané want of raw materials, but because
-of absence of demand for their products. Elsewhere are manufacturers in want
« of machinery, and farmers in need of agricultural implements. Why, now is it
that these latter do-not give to the former the orders for want of which they
continue idle? Because they must be paid in money, and that money they can-
not at the moment pay, and yet they have in their shops, or their barns, abund-
ance of commodities that they desire to sell, and by the possession of which
many of the neighboring people would be greatly served. Why do they not
exchange? Because direct exchange is impossible, and they must communce by
selling, and as they in their turn must demand money, they cannot find purehas-
era. Here we have a sus})ension of labor on both sides, and it is in such cases
.as this that production is languid and society vegetates, although surrounded by
all possible elements of activity and ‘frosperity. ’
' % Means might, however, be found for removing this difficulty. If the me-
chanic, the blacksmith, and wheelwright refuse to deliver their products except
for ready money, it is not because of any doubt on their part of the futnre sol-
vency of the farmer or the manufacturer, but because it is not convenient to
them to make sales on credit that. would diminish their active capital, and per-
baps prevent them from continuing their business. Let each one, then, in deliv-
ering his articles, as he has confidence in the future abilitv of those who now
require them, require only, in place of money, a note that he can use in his turn
with those who furnish him. On this consideration, circulation will be re-estab-
lished, and labor will be resumed. True, but we must first be sure that these
notes when accepted will again be received by others, of otherwise it becomes at
-once a simple sale on credit. This certainty, however, cannot be obtained, and
therefore they refuse the notes, not because of any suspicion of their ultimate
.value, but because of doubts of the possibility of parting with them. At this
moment a bank intervenes, and says:—* You mechanic deliver your machinery;
_you blacksmith your instruments; you plowman your raw materials; you man-
ufacturer your manufactures; accept with confidence notes payable at a future
“time, provided you have confidence in the goodness of those who will thus be-
come your debtors. I will take charge of all those notes and hold them until
- they shall become due, giving you in exchanfe other notes issued by me, that
you will be certain to find universally acceptable.’ Forthwith all difficulty is at
. an end, sales are made, goods circulate, and production becomes animated. There
are no longer raw materials, instruments, nor products of any deseription that
- remain even for a moment unemployed.”— Coguelin.

‘We have here no change whatever in the quantity of capital owned by
the community, and yet its members are seen passing from a state of
apathy and unproductivenes to one of activity and productiveness, enabling
every man to part with his labor, and to receive in exchange the commodi-

" ties required for the consumption of wives and families, who before were .
“ like to suffer for want of the common necessaries of life. "What, however,
" 18 it that gives value to these bank notes, and why is it that they circulate
80 freely while those of the blacksmith and the farmer would remain so
stationary? Because there existed in the community a confidence that
bekind them stood a pile of money sufficient to redeem each and every one
of them, whenever and however presented. Without such confidence they
could not have circulated, and that they could not would soon be seen if,
“because of the adoption of any particular course of policy, there were
established a drain of gold, iroducing a steady diminution of the quantity
-'in the possession of the bank, until at length even a single note failed to
‘be paid on presentation. From that moment their circulation would be
" stopped ; and the suspension of movement would-again take place, and
< the Elacksmith, the mechanic, and the wheelwright, would again mourn



a2 Monay.

over the machines they could net convert into food and ecloth, while the
farmer and the manufacturer would suffer from the difficulty of obtaining
machinery for the better production of food and clothing. Money is to
- society what fuel is to the locomotive and food to the man—the cause of*
motion, whence results power. Withdraw the fuel, and the elements of
which water is composed cease to mnove, and the machine becomes station-
ary. Withdrawal of the food from man is followed by paralysis and death,
and such is precisely the effect of failure of the necessary supply of money,
the producer of motion among the elements of which society is composed.

‘When, therefore, the farmer complains that money is scarce, and the
laborer, mechanic, and manufacturer, repeat the complaint, they are right.
It is money that is needed, and their common sense does not in any man-
ner deceive them. In every country of the world, and in every part of
such countries, pleasant feelings are excited by hearing of the incoming of
gold aud silver, because with its coming are associated ideas of activity
and energy—while the contrary ones are excited by the outgoing of those
metals, because with that are associated ideas of dullness, inactivity, suffer-
ing, and death. To this it is due that in almost every nation of Euro
we see laws to have been enacted having for their object the prohibition of
the export of the coin of the realm. The end sought to be accomplished was
a right one, and the law makers failed only in discerning the proper mode
of seeking its accomplishment. They required to attract money by giving
to their subjects the peace and security, and the exemption from taxation,
that would have enabled them to appropriate more of their labor to the
accumulation of the machinery required for the cheap production of the
commodities with which it was to be purchased. Money is capital, but
capital is not necessarily money. When a man negotiates a loan, he ob-
tains money for which he pays interest; he borrows the use of a house,
for which he pays rent—or that of a ship, for which he pays freight ; and
there would be no more propriety in calling the “ money market” a * cap-
ital market” than in calling a‘history of France an encyclopedia.

The motion described by M. Coguelin in the passage above quoted,
proceeded, as the reader has seen, from the substitution of bank notes for
those of individuals, but the use of such notes, we are informed, tends to”
the expulsion of the precious metals. How far this is really the case ma
be judged from the fact that in no country of Europe has the use of su

notes been 8o universal as in ( country
that the precious metals of t| and the
reason why such has been the ve there
been rendered more useful by bousand
pounds is by the use of such nc without
them would have required half o lower
the rate of interest for the use of those
who required to borrow it, whi iminish-
ing the cost of the commoditie r of the
gold, to the great advantage of »bserved
in France and Germany. In the ly come
into use, but the import of gol edit and
the decline in the rate of inter ermany,

in which the habit of association anua we exiension ot creai are now so
rapidly growing by help of the Zoll-verein, established with a view to bring
together the producer of food and wool and the consumers of food, cloth,
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and iron. It is through this increase in the utility of the metals that there
has been a decline in their labor value, because of the increased facility of
purchasing them with the cheaply produced food and manufactures, giving
increased power to apply them to the various uses in the arts. Soisit
with all other commodities. As improved steam-engines enable us to
obtain constantly increasing power from the same quantity of coal, the
utility of coal increases, but its value declines because of the increased
facility of obtaining more coal, and more iron for the construction of new
engines. As the old road becomes more useful from the increased use
that is made of it by a growing population, its value declimes because of
the growing facility of obtaining new and better roads. Utility is the
measure of the power of man over nature, while Value t8 the measure of the
power of nature over man—of the obstacles to be overcome before a com-
modity can be acquired—and this declines as the former grows. With
‘every step in the increase of power to obtain food from the earth by reason
of passing from the poorer to the better soils, man obtains a constantly
increasing power to subjugate to the plow still richer soils, and the more
rapid this increasing power‘the more rapid will be the growth of the value
of labor and the decline in the labor value of the soils first cultivated.
Such, precisely, is the case with the precious metals, whose value declines
as their utility increases. The vast mass of gold and silver hoarded in
France is useless to the community, and the fact that it is hoarded tends
largely to increase the value of the precious metals in labor or its prod-
ucts. Were it all set free, money would become more abundant, ard in-
‘terest would tend to fall while labor and land would tend upward in price,
because of the increased power of the community to apply the one to the
improvement of the other. If we look around we shall see everywhere,
that it is in those countries in which the precious metals render the small-
est service to man, that they are the most valued, and that their value in
labor and land declines as we pass towards that community in which they
render the largest service—New England, and especially the two manu-
facturing States of Rhode Island and Massachusetts. Such being the case,
we can readily see why it is that they tend everywhere from those coun-
tries in which interest is high and ¢o those in which it is low. In the
latter their value is steadily diminishing, and those who have labor of
mind or body to sell experience a constant increase of power to apply them
to the various purposes for which they are fitted—in gilding books and
pictures, converting them into knives, forks, spoons, and into other forms
calculated to serve the use or gratify the tastes of their owners. It is
where and when interest tends downward that their use for all such pur-
poses most rapidly extends, thus proving that with increased utility value
diminishes; and where and when interest tends upward that their use
most rapidly declines, furnishing further proof that utility and value are
always in the inverse ratio of each other.

With the increase in the supply of money there is everywhere seen a
steady increase in the tendency towards an equalization of the price paid
by the poor and the rich for the services of this great instrument of asso-
ciation. A century since the price of the British three per cents was
higher than it now is, and of course the rate of interest on such securities
was lower, but the rate of interest paid by men of small means was higher.
8o in France, when the government could borrow at five per cent, the
weekly charge in the retail operations of the markets of Paris, was two
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sous per cent for & credit of sixty, or nearly 175 per cent. 8o is it every
where even now among ourselves. The wealthy man can borrow at twelve
‘or fifteen per cent, but the small trader can scarcely do so at any price,
while the poor laborer is happy to obtain credit at the rate of 100 per
.cent. Whenever and wherever money is scarce and credit is consequently
impaired, there is great inequality. So soon, however, as money becomes
again abundant, the prices charged for its use are seen to tend gradually
- towards a level, and the small operator of good character for lﬁunctuality
is seen to obtain loans at nearly, if not quite, as low a rate as his opulent
neighbor. With the growth of wealth in whatsoever form there is a
tendency towards equality, manifested by a constant increase in the pro-
portion of the laborer or artisan, and corresponding diminution in that
retained by tho landowner or other capitalist, but in none of the operations
of life is that tendency so frequently or so clearly manifested as in the trans-
actions connected with the use of money, of all the machinery of exchange
in use by man, the one that renders the largest amount of service, and at
the smallest cost.
. With every increase in the supply of money there is, too, a diminu-
tion of the burden imposed by pre-existing capital liable to be demanded
in money. Itis within the knowledge of every man who reads this paper,
that mortgages become more and more oppressive with every diminution
in the supply of money, and that as the supply increases, the weight of the
mortgage, both as regards the payment of interest and the repayment of
the capital, diminishes. In the former case, if the diminution be continued
for a sufficient length of time, it generally results in the forced sale of the
encumbered property, as was seen to so great an extent in this country in
1842. The rich are thus made richer, while the poor are ruined. Every
step towards increase in the facility of obtaining money is therefore demo-
cratic in its character. :
- Again, with every increase in the supply of money, taxes become less
oppressive to those who pay them, and less beneficial to those who receive
them, except in so far as the increased production of the commodities re-
quired for their consumption makes amends for any decline in the value
of the one in which their salaries are paid. The men of fixed incomes,
whether soldiers, judges, generals, or sovercigns, lose now by the substitu-
- tion of gold for the dearer—silver ; but the farmer, the laborer, and the
other tax payers of the country, gain; and here again we have evidence
of the highly equalizing and democratic tendency of an increase in the
power of man over those great deposits of the only commodities capable
of being used with advantage in the transfer of property from hand to
hand.

That such is the tendency of the recent greatly increased facilities for
obtaining those metals which stand at the head of all others in their ca-
pacity for facilitating that combination of effort required for increasing
the productive power of labor, is clearly seen by the men of Europe who
derive their means of existence from the public treasury, or from mone
rents, or interest, as is shown by the ingenious efforts in France and Hol-
land for excluding gold from circulation as money. The public debt of
‘the latter is immense, and the men who look to the treasury for dividends
being great in number and in power, they, of course, desired to be paid
in silver as the metal of greatest value, while the tax- payers preferred to
pay gold as the one of least value. The former triumphed, and gold was



Money: 35

formally excluded from circulation as money. In France, as yet, the ef
fort has failed of success. Taxes, rents, and interest are there enormous in
amount, and the people who live out of them are very numerous and very
powerful. The annual receipts and disbursements from the treasury are
-about 1,700 millions of francs, while mortgage debts require nearly half
as much, and rents of houses and lands perhaps as much more; and thua
we have an amount of more than $600,000,000 to be collected in money,
and then again divided among the most influential members of society, all
of whom deem themselves likely to be largely benefited by limiting the
circulation to the dearest of the precious metals, to the great injury of the
tax payers and the payers of interest.

~ The abundance of gold is democratic and equalizing in its tendency, and
therefore would they repudiate it; yet the injury would ultimately be se-
verely felt by themselves. Such a measure could not fail largely to in-
crease the tendency in that country towards the state of things so well
described in the extract above given from Mons. Coquelin's excellent little
book—that of constant suspension of labor, because of the difficulty of
finding means of disposing of its products, everywhere a consequence of
deficiency in the machinery of circulation from hand to band. Elsewhere
he reminds his readers of the French proverb, which says that “the diffi-
culty is not to produce but to sell,” and without desiring to assert its ab-
solute truth, he says that it is impossible to deny that it is true to a great,
extent. “If” as he continues, “ the difficulty of selling did not arrest pro-
duction, the people of France would carry the amount of their production
very far beyond its present limits”” Not one in ten of them, as he assures
his readers, produces as much as he could; and yet, everywhere, “ the
great question is to find a market for those that are produced.” Hence it
is that he finds himself compelled to describe the condition of the French
workman as “comparatively wretched.” The difliculty, however, is not
confined to them; the discomfort resulting from this state of things is-
universal, extending to all classes of society.*

The capital in labor and land exists, but it needs motion, and the only
way to produce that is to have a sufficient supply of the machinery, by
help of which exchanges are made from hand to hand. “ What is really
wanted by the French farmer,” says M. Coguclin, “is not capital, but the
power to pay for what he needs. It is that capital that he requires, and
wanting it he finds himself compelled to deny himself and his land
the advantages that would result from the possession of cattle, seeds, and
agricultural instruments that would enable him largely to increase his pro-
duction.” Admitting, as he further says, that credit would give him power
to pay, he would be seen giving his orders “to the wheelwright, the black-.

-smith, the cattle grower, the manufacturer of manures, all of whom would
be set to work, and in a little time agricultural capital would abound
throughout the country.” In order, however, that this credit may exist

-there must be a base upon which it can rest, and that base can be nothing
else than money, for every man who accepts a note does so because he be-
lieves he can have money for it when he will, and the power to establish
that base throughout France must increase with every step tending to di-
minish the weight of taxes and interest, as is-the case with the one which
substitutes gold for silver in the payments to receivers of dividends upon

® Le Credit et les Bangues, p. 167,
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Btate'débts, bank stocks, and mortgages. Every increase in the facility f
making these payments is, as has been said, democratic in its tendency,
and therefore it is that the moneyed aristocracy of France has manifested
80 great an anxiety to confine the circulation exclusively to the dearer
metal—silver. 'What is remarkable, however, is that among those who
seem most to appreciate the “ evils” that, as they say, must result from an
increase of the supply and diminution of the value of money, and who
manifest the greatest anxiety for the passage of laws restricting the people
from determining whether they will or will not use gold in their various
transactions, are the leading advocates of the system commonly known as
free trade—and the leading opponents of all governmental interference
with the operations of the individual members of society.*

That such should be the case is the consequence of a want of proper
appreciation of the services performed by the precious metals—services
greater by far than can be obtained from any other employment of a sim-
ilar amount of capital. They constitute the indispensable machinery of
motion from hand to hand, and the power to obtain them increases with
every diminution of the necessity for their use—with constantly increasing
value of labor and land. That power grows now in every country in
which the plow, the loom, and the anvil are being brought into closer
connection with each other, as in Germany, Belgium, and France, towards
which now tends nearly all the produce of the mines of California and
Australia, and in which the rate of interest tends steadily downwards, to
the vast advantage of the laborer and land-owner. It declinesin all coun-
tries in which the plow, the loom, and the anvil are being separated, as in
India, Ireland, Turkey, and Jamaica, this country, and in Great Britain
itself, since the adoption of a system that tends to render the British loom
and anvil dependent on the distant plows of Germany and of Russia. It
is a startling fact, says a London letter-writer of the day, that although
the receipts of gold in the present year have amounted to $105,000,000,
the quantity in the bank is less now by $15,000,000 than when the year
commenced. It grew in this country in the period from 1830 to 1834,
and all then was life and motion. It declined from 1835 to 1842, and
the decline resulted in stagnation and commercial death. It grew again

_ from: 1842 to 1847, and it commenced to decline in 1848, so soon as the
plow, loom, and anvil tended, under the tariff of 1846, to separate. For
a brief period the decline was arrested by the discovery of California gold,
‘but the effect of that discovery is now passing away, and the decline of
power is now more rapid from day to day, with constant diminution in the
motion of society, in the extent of exchanges from hand to hand, and in
the power of production. Should that decline not be speedily arrested, it
vmust end in paralysis similar to that witnessed in 1842. Of all the ma-
chinery in use among men, there is none whose yield is so great in pro-
Eortion to its cost as that employed in effecting exchanges from hand to

and—none whose movements inward or outward are so strong an evi-
dence of increase or decrease of the productive power of the community
—none, therefore, whose movements afford the statesman so excellent a
barometer by means of which to judge of the working of his measures—
and yet is of all others the'one whose movements are, by modern political
economists generally, regarded as totally unworthy of consideration—

® Sece Journal des Economists. Article of M. Molonari, on the depreciation of gold.
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while by many of them we are taught that the only effect of an increasa
in the supply of that commodity, the possession of which is so anxiously
sought by all mankind, is that, instead of having the labor of counting out
one, two, or three hundred picces, we should be forced to count three, six,
or nine hundred of them, and that, therefore, there is economy in being
forced to perform the work of exchange with a small quantity of the ma-
chinery by whose aid alone it can be performed. All the teachings of
modern economists on this subject are in direct opposition to those of the
common sense of mankind; and as is usually the case, that to which all
men are prompted by a sense of their own interests, is far more nearly
right than that which is taught by philosophers who look inward to their
own minds for the laws which govern man and matter—and refuse to
study those laws as exhibited in the movements of the people by whom
they are surrounded.

It is by means of association and combination of effort that man ad-
vances in civilization.  Association brings into activity all the various
powers, mental and physical, of the beings of which society is composed,
and thus it is seen that individuality grows everywhere with the growth
of the power of combination. Association enables the many who are poor
and weak to triumph over the few that are rich and strong, and thus it is
that we see man becoming more free with every advance in wealth and
population.” To enable man to associate, there is required an instrument.
by help of which the process of composition, decomposition, and recom-
position of the various forces may readily be effected, so that while all
unite to produce the effect desired, each may have his share of the benefits
thence resulting. That instrument was furnished in those metals which
stand almost alone in the fact that, as Minerva sprang fully armed from the
head of Jove, they, wherever found, come forth ready, requiring no elabora-
tion, no alteration, to fit them for the great work for which they were intend-
ed, that of enabling men to combine their efforts for fitting themselves worth-
ily to fill the post at the head of creation for which they were intended.
Of all the instruments at the command of man there are none that tend
in so large a degree to promote individuality on one hand and association:
on the other as do gold and silver, properly, therefore, denominated the
Precious metals,



38 Progress of Population in the United States.

Art. 1L.—PROGBESY OF POPULATION IN THE UNITED STATES.
CHAPTER 1V,
IMMIGRATION,

RecuLAR and accurate returns from the custom-house of the number of
our foreign immigrants have given us more authentic information on this
interesting branch of statistics than we ever before possessed. Their num-
ber within the last ten years has not only, as hitherto, been greater than’
in the preceding decennial term, but the ratio of increase has far exceeded
that exhibited by the census of 1840. Between 1830 and 1840 the im-
migration was not estimated at half a million, and was 136 per cent more
than that exhibited by the census of 1830, but between 1840 and 1850 it
bad reached to between three and four times that amount, as may be seen in
the following table :— :

Immigrants, Immigrants.

To June 1st, 1841.......... 84,604 | To June 1st, 1846 ......... 147,651
“ 1842.......00 101,107 “ 1847 . vvevnns 225,182

“ 1848. .00 15,159 | To Sept. 1st, 1848 ., ....... 296,387

“ 1844.......... 14,607 - 1849 ....vvvee 296,208

o 1846......0000 102,416 | To June 1at, 1850 v.vvereen 228,084
Total........... teessesnesens sesecanne cecssessecsassenss 1,621,275

Taking the average of the immigrants for three years, they were dis-
tributed, according to sex and age, in centennial propertions, as follows : —

Males....c.oovvnnnnn. percent 58 | Number between 20 and 30.... 87
Females ...........ccoeunnten 42 “ “ 80and 40.... 18
—_ “  upwards of 40....... 10

100 | *“  Ages unknown....... 1.6
100

Number under 10 years of age . 15
“  between 10 and 20 ... 20.5 |

It further appears that although the number of female immigrants is
less than that of the males, the proportion of the former within the pro-
ductive ages, is 25 per cent of the whole number, which exceeds the pro-
portion in the whole white population by 5 to 4. This fact, and the much
smaller proportion under ten years of age, (less than one-half)) may com-
pensate, or more than compensate, the supposed greater mortality of for-
eigners in the first years of their new residence.

For the first time the late census has enumerated the persons in the
United States who were not natives. They amounted on the 1st of June,
1850, to 2,240,535, about one-ninth of the white population. Of these—-

The natives of Ireland were........ccc..... eeecsscesscsnsseasnanas 961,719
“ England, Scotland, and Wales ..cvvveeeee covecennans 879,093
“ British America......co.c0veenn... Ceeesessnseninans 147,711
“ Germany, Prussia, Austria, and Switzerland ........... 598,078
“ Prance....cvveieiviiacnereniinesnnnes cescnersnas 54,069
“ Sweden, Norway. Denmark, and Russia. .. 19,489
" Holland and Belgium ....... 4,161
“ Mexico.veieneiennennns .o 18,317
“ Spain, Portugal, and Italy . cees . 8,082
“ West Indies......... e teseeenes cerenesens Ceereans 5,712
“ Other countries, including those whose places of birth

Were UDKDOWD ¢ ..cvvreevsascancssoccsoosaoncanes 62,411

1 P S Z LN 11 3
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From which it appears that of the foreigners in the United States more
than two-thirds are natives of the British dominions, aud that more than
two-thirds of the remaining third are Germans. -

They are very unequally distributed among the States, the Southern and
‘South-western States scarcely containing a fifteenth part, as may be seen
by the following table :—

NUMBER OF ALIENS BY BIRTH IN THE DIFFERENT SBTATES AND TERRITORIES.

In New York .......... ves 651,801 | In California...c.oeveveeeaes 22,858
Penndylvania............ 294871 Jowa.........e0e0e..... 21,282
Ohio........ 218,512 TexXa8 covviirnvneansenns 16,774
Massachusetts .......... 160,99 | New Hampshire ......... 18,571
Illinois......... oo 110,698 South Carolina. . . 8,662
Wisconsin, ... ooeun.. P 106,695 Alabama....... cevsesene 1,688
Misscuri.ooooennnn. . n2.474 Georgia...coeevrenennnss 5,907
Louisiana .. vccvvveeeans 66,418 Tennessee. ....cceveeeeans 6,740
New Jersey..ooveveneens 58,364 Delaware «...o. coevenss 1,212
Maryland .....0000ennns 565,288 District of Columbia...... 4,96%
Michigan........coiaee 54,862 Mississippi e oo vvveanrenns 4,958
Indiana.......co0vnenns 54,425 Florida ....coovcenienne 2,767
Connecticut . .....cc000e 87,418 North Carolin®.ceoeeeee.. 2,624
Vermont..cooves covses 82,831 New Mexico..ocvveeeanne 2,063
Maine ..... .e 81,456 i . 2,048
Kentucky........ cee 29,189 . 1,990
Rbode Island....... veens 28,111 oo 1,628
Virginia ... cveecenscnns 22,394 Oregon..cooeesescecncnces 1,159

" But great as is the foreign immigration to the United States, yet with
the roving and locomotive propensities of the American people, their em-
igration from their own respective States to other States is much greater.
By the last census it is found that the number of immigrants who are na-
tives of other States is more than four millions, and that, widely separated
as are many of the States by distance, emigrants from each State contrib-
ute to the population of every other. Though every State has gained and
lost inhabitants by this migratory habit, the oldest and first settled States
have been the greatest losers, and the new States of course have propor-
tionally gained, as may be seen by the following table :—

DISTRIBUTION OF THE NATIVE FREE POPULATION, WHITE AND COLOREKD,
Rexddi Residi Imm

in their native in other trom other
States and Territories. State. States. Btutes.
Maine......ccovvnnnenss ceee 517,117 617,198 84,012
New Hampshire.............. 261,591 109,878 42,636
Vermont..... secescccnse cseee 232,086 145,656 48,880
Massachusetts.. coocvsvaveese 695,236 199,582 134,830
® Rbodelsland..... .ccovveeees 102,841 43,300 21,658
Connecticut....... .e 292,658 154,891 89,872
New York... 2,151,196 547,218 288,100
New Jersey....... . 385,429 183,381 45,012
Pennsylvauia. .... veseansenae . 1,844,672 422,056 169,947
Delaware ..c..oeeveeeeancons 12,861 81,965 11,617
Mm-)land................... 400,694 121,799 88,322
District of Columbia ......... 24,967 7,269 17,989
Virginia. ceeveeeenc. o saes 872,928 888,069 58,281
North Caroling «...oveeenenes 566,248 _ 283,077 21,502
South Caroling.....covveveens 262,160 186,479 12,658
Georgia.... ..... casesenas 402,666 122,964 115,418

Florida......... 20,668 4,784 24,757
Alabama ...ooeeninnnnnnen 237,642 88,388 182,490
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. Residing Residing Immigrants

) in their native in other from other
8tates and Territories. State. States. Ntates,
Mississippi.. ...opeveeennens 140,885 150,229
Louisiana,......eee. ceeees . 145,474 14,779 60,447
Texas........ sesescseses oo 49,160 2,481 87.893
Arkansas.......ocveeneenannn 63,208 10,916 97,189
Tennessee . ceessessaane 585,084 241,608 170,677
Kentucky .... .o 601,764 257,613 189.117
Missouri....... .e 277,604 87,824 - 248,222
Illinoig....oevvvnnns 843,618 46,889 393,813
Indiana......coo0eevnnes vus 541,079 92,038 390,313
Ohio..covverereiennenconnes 1,219,432 296,463 538.124
Michigan ...ovvvinneincennss 140618 12,409 200,943
Wisconsin vo.evecnnnennns 63,015 8,115 134,897
Jowa....coveveennnnins . ees 50,380 6,358 120,240
California .....ovvveaceernnns 8,602 96 63,008
. Miopesota Territory........... 1,384 2,673
New Mexico Territory........ 58,421 049 840
On;ﬁon Territory «oovveeenass 8,115 8817
Utah Territory......c.oveenes 1,281 7,974
Total.. .vevveencnns eoe 13,624,897 4,112,681 sesseces

In the preceding numbers there is some variance between the different
publications made at the Census-Office. I have followed Mr. De Bow’s
Compendinm as.the safest guide.

The last -column -in the preceding table, which shows the number of
free persons who have migrated from the respective States of their birth
to otiir States, should be precisely equal in its total number to the pre-
ceding column, but there is a variance of about 1} per cent by reason of
errors which, in such a multiplicity of enumerations, it is almost impossi-
ble to avoid.

CHAPTER V.
THE PROBABILITIES 7oF LIFE.

In executing the act of Congress for taking the Seventh Census, it was
intended to have direct evidence of the rate of annual mortality in the
United States, as an enumeration was ordered of all persons who had died
within the year preceding June, 1850 ; but that part of the census has
been so imperfecﬂg' executed as to be valueless. So many deaths have
been omitted by the carelessness of the census takers, or rather of theig
informers, as to show a degree of salubrity such as has never been reached
in any country; nor is there that regularity in the errors which would
enable us to estimate the comparative mortality of the States—some of
tbeﬂlleast healthy showing by the returns the smallest number of annual
deaths.

The details of the census of 1850, compared with those of the census
of 1840, fortunately afford us materials for making this interesting esti-
mate with a near approximation to the truth, as we shall thus see.

It is clear that the difference between the whole population of 1840,
and the part of the population of 1850 over ten years of age, would show
the number of deaths in ten years, if the country had neither emigration
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nor immigration. The emigration, however, is insignificant, and the number
of immigrants with their increase, we have now the means of ascertaining.
But as our numbers in 1850 were augmented by the accession of Texas,
New Mexico, and California, as well as by immigration, the population
thus acquired must also be deducted. Having found the mortality of the
whole population of 1840, that of those who have since come into exist-
ence, and are of course under ten in 1850, will be the subject of separate
estimate, for which the census also furnishes materials. Let us now see
the result :—

Of the whole population of 1850.....c00ieeeencesennen 28,191,876
The number undertenis....ceeecveeceescassccccannanes 6,780,044

The DUMbEr OVEr teN iS. o v vvevvessesnereecssansevosness 18,461,832

To ascertain the number of immigrants to be deducted from the
16,461,832, we must ascertain—1. The number of immigrants under ten
on the 1st of June, 1850. 2. The number over ten who had died between
their arrival and June, 1850. These numbers are exhibited in the fol-
lowing table :—¥ ‘

Whole No. of children No. of No. of chil- No. of

No.of  under ten years dren under deaths No. over

immi- when they to ten to n
grants, arrived.  June, 1850, June 1, 1850, June 1,°50. June 1, *50.
1840-1........ 83,604 12,825 9% 642 10,110 72,763
1841-2........ 101,107 15,166 8% 2,275 11,106 81,7217
1842-3....... . 15,159 11,274 % 2,817 7,299 85,048
1843-4........ 74,607 11,190 63 8,916 6,182 64,609
1844-5.... ... 102,415 15,862 5% 6,912 7,068 88,435
1845-6........ 147,061 22,0617 43 12,181 8,167 126,753
1846-T7........ 220,882 83,027 8% 20,867 9,384 190,631
9847-8........ 296,387 44,450 2% 24,760 9,185 262,492
1848-9........ 296,938 44,540 14 81,783 5,215 258,940
1849-50.,..... 223,984 33,597 3 22,270 2,357 199,357
1,622,034 243,488 . 134,373 76,022 1,411,639

If, then, we deduct from the 16,461,832, the population of 1850 over
ten years of age, the number” of immigrants over that age equal to
1,411,639, and also the number over ten in the newly acquired territories
of Texas, &c., which by computation is about 135,000, the difference will
be 14,915,193, which is the number of the survivors of the population of
June 1, 1840. As this population was 17,069,453, a deduction of the
14,915,193 survivors shows the number of deaths in ten years to have been
2,154,258, averaging 215,425.8 a year. As in computing the rate of mor-
tality the deaths are compared with numbers beginning with 17,069,453,
and gradually descending through the ten years to 14,915,193, we must
take the medium between those numbers, which is 15,992,324. Now, if
this number be divided by the annual deaths, 215,425.8, it will show the
average annual mortality to be 1 in 74.2 in that part of the population
which is over ten years of age.

To ascertain the mortality of those under ten, our data are somewhat

® in the putation of death tained in the above table, I have, with some hesitation, allowed

a somnew hat greater mortality than is warranted by the life tables of Carlile, Quetelet, and others,
since | have assumed one-tenth ot the children of the immigrants to be under one year, which prob-
:ll)‘lly greutly overrates their number at an age when the rate of mortality is far greater than at any
- age.
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less precise. According the census of 1850, the number of white and free
colored persons who died under one year of age was 48,055, which, it
must be recollected, included the children of immigrants since 1840, with
the increase of the population generally for the year 1850. Let us deduct
10 per cent for this portion ; for though the children of immigrants appear
not to have exceeded an eleventh or twelfth of that class, yet in considera-
tion of the admitted greater mortality both of immigrants and their chil-
dren, 10 per cent does not seem too much for their proportion of deaths.
If to the number, thus reduced to 38,749, we add the number of slaves
who die at that early age, 10,481, we shall have 49,230 deaths of children
in the first year after their birth.

What is the number of deaths for the other nine years? It may be
approximated in this way. The whole number of white persons from 5 to
10 years of age and from 10 to 15 is 5,106,257, one-tenth of which may
be presumed to give the number whose age is about ten. If one-tenth of
this tenth be deducted, the remainder, equal to 459,563, will exhibit the
number of children ten years old in 1850 of the population of 1840, and
5,620 in the last, the mean equal to 27,425, gives us the average annual
number of deaths of one-tenth of the children under ten, or 274,250 for
the whole number. By adding this number to the deaths of persons over
10, we have 489,676 for the whole number of deaths in 10 years on the

pulation of 1840, and their increase, excluding all accessions from
foﬁeign sources. The population of 1850, with the like exclusion, is as

ows :—

Gross amount..... cesrenesanas tessnsese tiecsrsscssanssenseane 23,191,876
From which deduct the number of immigrants, with their increase, at

the rate of 3 per cent per annum.........00e0eese... 1,840,228
The accession from Texas, &C.....cvvevereanrsecnecces 200,000 .
2,040,283

21,151,648

Their annual number of deaths we will assume to be 1 in 120, which
supposes a greater mortality than is estimated at this period of life
by the most approved life tables of Europe. This would be 3,998.7 for
the annual deaths of the whites of 10 years of age, and 853.2 for those of the
colored race, in all 4,852. But as there were 49,230 deaths of both classes
in the first year of the decade, and 4,852 in the last, the mean—27,041—
gives us the average annual deaths of one-tenth of the children under 10,
or 270,410 for the whole number. To this, if we add 215,425 for the
deaths of persons over ten, we shall have 485,836 for the annual deaths
of the population of 1840, and their increase, excluding all accessions from
foreign sources.

The population of 1850 with that exclusion, is as follows : —

Gross amount. .cveueunaeennns ceerenees ceraseeaeas Ceeeeeieaes 28,191,876
From which deduct the immigrants, with their increase, at the rate of
8 per cent per annum from the time of their arrival.... 1,840,283
Accession from Texas, &C......c0veneensscnscsceccees 200,000
2,040,238

21,161,643

The mean between this number and the 17,089,458, the population of
1840, is 19,110,548, which, divided by 485,836, the total number of an-
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nual deaths, we have an average mortality in the year of 39.3 for the
whole population, white and colored, bond and free.*

There are two facts by which the preceding estimate would be slightly
affected, but which we have no means of ascertaining with precision.
These are the immigrants who come into the country overland, and that
portion of the colored population who emigrate to foreign countries. But
as they tend to counteract each other, they probably little affect the re-
sult. A correct estimate of the probabilities of life in these States is of
great importance in several of the practical concerns of life; but the
knowledge is unattainable without a strict registry of deaths, or more
precision and accuracy in this part of the census than has been hitherto
exhibited.

By a similar process, the annual deaths of the slaves, together with the
number who have been manumitted or have been fugitives abroad, is found
to be nearly 7 in 331 (33.48.) According to the returns of the census,
the number of fugitives and manumitted slaves in the year preceding the
census was about 3,000, which, if deducted, would not reduce the mortal-
ity of the slaves as low as one in 35. *But this difference arises from the
greater number of deaths in the children. Thus, the number who die in
the first year after birth is 10,481, which is nearly one-fourth of the num-
ber of white and free colored; while the proportion between the gross
amount of the free and the slaves’is between a sixth and a seventh. Be-
sides, the deaths of the slaves above 10 is very nearly 1 in 77, which is a
less proportion than in the same description of whites, which would be
farther reduced by a deduction of the manumitted and fugitives. The
greater mortality in the children of slaves is probably not attributable to
any difference of race, but solely to the difference between those who have,
as most of the whites, and those who want, as must many of the slaves,

ood nursing and attendance at that tender age. A correspondent excess
of deaths is likely to be everywhere found in the indigent classes, espe-
cially in the first year after birth.

‘We have no means of ascertaining the mortality of the free colored
class under 10, their deaths in the publications from the census office be-
ing blended with those of the whites; but by reason of the number of this
class who emigrate, the diminution of the portion over 10, between 1840
and 1850, was as great as 1 in 50.

In the cases of extreme longevity, we continue to perceive a great supe-
riority in the colored classes over the whites, and in the free colored over
the slaves, though in both cases less than was shown in the censuses of
1830 and 1840. We perceive, also, a similar advantage of females in
advanced age, until it exceeds one hundred years, when the males prepon- _
derate.

* 1t may be objected to the above estimate, that it greatly underrates the number of deaths-of
children under 1'in following the returns of the censas, as that class of deaths is not more than
one half the proportion estimated by the life tables of Europe. The error of this part of the cen~
sus, so grosely inconsistent with other parts, is readily admitted ; but it is probably u-mgensated by
the rule here adopted (for want of materials for a better) of tall’ng the mean between 1he deaths of
thoge under 1 and those who are between 9 and 10, since the number who die under 10 is so dispro-
roruonnely large as greatly to overrate the average annual deaths in the ten years. Notwithstand-

ng the acknowledged error, the number of deuths in persons under ten exceeds those of the
European tables of mortality. The result is, therefore, probably not far from the truth.
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CHAPTER VI.

THE DEAF AND DUMB, THE BLIND, THE INSANE, AND THE IDIOTIC.

. In all the preceding enumerations of those who were deprived of hear-
ing, sight, or reason, the frce colored part of the population was confound-
ed with the slaves, and the insane with the idiotic, but in the seventh
census they have been separated. The result may be scen in the following
table :—

NUMBER OF THE DEAF AND DUMB, BLIND, INSANE, AND IDIOTIC PERSONS IN THE UNITED
BTATES, JUNE 18T, 1850. .
Deaf and dumb. Blind. Insane. Idiotie.
y Aggre-

ree Free Free Free

Whites, col'd. 8. Whites. col’d. S1l. Whites. coi’d. SI. Whites. cui'd. 8. gate.
Majne..... 255 1 .. 108 .. .. &6 &5 .. 5156 2 .. 1602
N. Hamps'e 180 . 182 .. 818 ., .. 80 1 .. 1025
Vermont... 147 .. 139 .. 560 .. .. 297 2 .. 1,147
Massachus’s 856 .. 487 .. 1661 19 .. 786 5 .. 3,202
R. Island. .. 62 .o 81 .o 210 17 .. 110 4 .. 463
Connecticut 398 4
N. York... 1,256
N.Jersey . 184
Penosylv’a. 1,180
* Delaware.. 48
Maryland . 197
D.of Col.. 17
Virginia... 540
N. Carolina. 889

.. 464 6 .. 283
‘.. 2,487 384 .. 1644 21 .. 6,630
.. 870 9 .. 406 13 .. 1,194
.. 1,865 49 .. 1482 85 .. 5,495

2
1
6
6
12 oo 1,347
44
29
28
2 25 14 .. 48 20 .. 4 14 4 258
63
8
85
21
14
4
1
2

[ —d
Tt eT OO OO e RO AT D CO LD
.
M
[
-
—

45 477 44 25 275 48 68 1,21

18 9 1 10 8 .. 9
299 864 47 59 890 90 20! 8,678
155 467 10 83 615 28 151 2,336

—

S. Carolioa, 134 22 150 184 9224 4 21 249 5 94 1,060
Georgia... 208 57 224 120 294 2 28 615 1 148 1,611
Florida. ... 13 .. 11 15 14 9 .. 2 28 .. 8 101
Alabama.. 151 1 68 156 188 201 2 80 848 .. 133 1216
Missiasippi. 79 1 27 112 .. 98 106 .. 24 1386 2 84 663
Louisiana . 82 38 82 72 2 122 144 11 45 106 6 62 705
Texas..... 49 .. 10 61 1 11 87T .. .. 93 .. 11 278
Arkansas.. 80 .. 4 78 1 138 60 .. 8 103 2 10 854
Tennessee, 834 2 43 883 9 82 480 &5 22 766 &6 85 9,104
Kentucky . 507 6 51 419 29 113 502 2 23 796 20 91 2,649
Missouri... 263 .. 19 191 8 88 249 2 11 3826 .. 32 1,188
Illinois. ... 854 2 .. 269 b .o 236 2 .. g6l 2 .. 1,221
Indiana.... 538 4 .. 3841 12 .o 556 T .. 225 13 .. 2891
Ohio...... 9056 10 .. 630 12 .. 1803 14 .. 1,344 17 .. 4236
Michigan... 124 1 .. 126 .. . 182 1 .. 186 3 .. 572
Wisconsin . 69 .. .. 63 .. .o 54 .. .. 2 2 .e 280
Towa..... 69 .. .. &0 .. .o 4 .. .. 94 .. .o 245
California . T o .. 1 .. .. 2 .. .. T .. . 17
Minnesota.. .. .. .. ee e .. e e e 1 .. ... 2
N. Mexico.. 84 .. .. 98 .. .. e ee e 4 .. e 187
Oregon.... .. .. .. 2 .. .. 5 . .o 4 .. .. 11
Utah ..... .. .. o e oo . 5 .. .. ) 6

Total ... 9,136 136 531 7,978 429 1,387 14,972 311 827 14,257 348 1,182 50,994

‘For the sake of better comparing this part of the census with the cor-
respondent parts of the census of 1840, we shall again unite the free col-
ored with the slaves, and the idiotic with the insane. By this comparison
it appears that—
- OF THE DEAF AND DUMB.

In the white population the proportion in 1840 wasas lin........0ovv. 2,123
“ “ “ 1850 D T (T 2,140
In the colored population the proportion in 1840 wasas lin............. 2,983
“ “ “ 1850 D B . T 6,465
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OF THE BLIND,
In the white population the proportion in 1840 wasas 1in.. .evveeienss 2,821
“ (3

) “ 1850 ¢ lin.. ....... ceee 2,450

In the colored population the proportion in 1840 wasas 1in.....c.0uuuen 1,509
“ “ “ 1860  “ lin...ee.veennn. 1,929
o OF THE INSANE AND IDIOTIO,

In the white population the proportion in 1840 was as 1 in..... teseeenes 71

: “ “ “ 1850 RS T | PO 668

In the colored population the proportion in 1840 wasas 1 in.......... eee 918
“ “ “ 1850  “ 1lin...... cesnses 1,929

‘We here perceive great discrepancies between the last census and that
of 1840. In the white population while the number of deaf and dumb is
nearly the same, the proportion of the blind has increased about 13 per
cent, and that of the insane and idiotic more than 30 per cent. But in
the colored race, in all three of the privations, the proportionate number
is greatly diminished. In the class of the blind the proportion is reduced
‘more than one-fourth; in the class of the deaf and dumb it is reduced
nearly one-half, and in that of the insane and idiotic-the reduction is more
than one-half. .

The suspicions entertained against the accuracy of that part of the cen-
sus of 1840 which respected the insane of the colored population, have
been justified by subsequent investigations, but on the other hand, in cor-
recting - the errdr, the correspondent part of the seventh census seems
hardly entitled to our entire confidence. 'We know that much sensibility
was excited by the greater frequency of insanity among the colored race
.which resulted from that census, and it is possible that the interest thus
felt may, in more ways than one, have biased the judgment of the

" census takers in placing individuals under this class. Though the census
of 1840 unquestionably overrated the number of the colored insane in
the Northern States, yet when we saw the proportion gradually increase
as we proceeded on the Atlantic coast from Georgia to Maine, and in the
West trom Louisiana to Michigan, it was not to be believed that the di-
versity was produced by a correspondent variety and gradation of errors;
and reasoning on probabilities, we were compelled to admit that there was
some solid foundation for the difference exhibited, though it might be
greatly exaggerated. 'We may add that there is intrinsic evidence in favor
of the census of 1840 om this point, which that of 1850 does not possess.
Nor is this all. That census itself affords grounds for questioning its ac-
curacy. - It shows that while in the white population the proportion of the
insane and idiotic is as much as 1 in 668, in the colored population it is
only 1 in 1,929; and though we cannot admit thatin New England,
where the colored population shows a small increase, the number of insane
and idiotic has fallen from 383 to 45, as the census shows; neither can
we readily believe that, contrary to all previous enumerations, the propor-
tion of the white race thus afflicted is three times as great as that of the
colored. We must, then, look to future enumerations to decide whether
the liability of the last-mentioned race to these mental maladies, which
the census of 1840 has confessedly exaggerated in some States, has not
been generally underrated by the census of 1850, and whether truth does

" not occupy a middle point between them.
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CHAPTER VII,

ON THE FUTURE INCREASE OF POPULATION.

If we deduct from the population of 1850 the numbers gained by immi-
gration, and by the acquisition of Texas, New Mexico, and California, with
their increase to June 1st, 1850, we shall ascertain the present increase by
natural multiplication. Thus:—

The whole population was...... teecesassesiesencanane . 23,191,876
Deduct the number of immigrants and their in-
crease between 1840 and 1850.....000000s 1,840,227
Guin from Texas and their increase.......... 200,000
— 2,040,227

Population exclusive of immigrants.......c.eeveueenn 21,161,649

The difference between this number and 17,069,453, the population of
1840, showing an increase of 23.9 per cent in ten years, or 2.16 per cent
a year. This is far below the ordinary estimates. but it cannot be materi-
ally increased without a great reduction in the computed number of
immigrants; and if we merely take their number as returned from the
custom-house, and allow nothing for their increase, supposing it not more
than sufficient to compensate their mortality, then the increase in tem
years would be raised only to 25.58 per cent, or 2.32 per cent in one year.

This implies a great diminution in the rate of natural incroase, but the
census exhibits abundant evidence of the same fact, in accordance with the
census of 1840. Thus the number of children under ten of the white
population—5,600,586—Dbears to the white females—9,523,5611—the pro--
portion of 53.81 per cent, whereas in 1840 it was 64.63 per cent. It we
deduct the immigrants, who, from the greater proportion of adults, tend
to lessen the proportion of children, we shall find the same evidence of
decrease. Thus by deducting 750,000* for the immigrant females, on the
1st of June, 1850, computed from the custom-house returns and the prob-
able mortality, and 350,000% for the immigrant children, the proportion
of the residues of children to females, would be less than 60 per cent—

59.93.

( On c)xamining the rate of increase of tho children in the several states,
in the last ten years, we do not find the same uniformity of result as was
exhibited during forty years, (sce ante, page 104;) but if some of the
States exhibit an increase in the proportion of children, a large majority
—20 States out of 29—show a diminution, as may be seen in the follow-
ing tables.

In six of the States, given Lelow—Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New
Jersey, Pennyslvania, Delaware, and Maryland, the proportion of children
has increased in the last ten years. What has made these States excep-
tions to the general rule, either in increasing the proportion of their chil-
dren or in lessening that of their females, is not obvious; but the united
increase of the whole five States is but 1.3 per cent.

® These numbers, being deduced from data that are partly conjectural, have no elaim (o accuracy,
but no presumsable amount of error can materially affect tha result.
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TABLE SHOWING THE PROPORTION BETWEEN THE WHITE CHILDREN UNDER TEN YEARS OF
AGE, AND THE WHITE FEMALES IN TWENTY STATES, IN THE YEARS 1800, 1840, axp 1850.

1800 1840 850 oy gont.

N 0 3 per ceal
Females, Child Females. Children. Females, Children. 1800, 40, ’60.
Maine........ 174,069 54,869 247,449 148,846 285,063 163,465 74.0 60.1 67.83
N. Hampshire 91,740 60,465 143,932 70,387 161,496 73,593 65.9 48.5 454
Vermont..... 74,680 57,692 144,840 80,111 153,744 82,808 77.8 55.3 53.7
Massachusetts 211,299 124,566 868,351 178,087 501,857 240,835 58.9 46.9 48.0
Rhode Island.. 88,679 19466 54,226 26,384 78,635 86,071 57.9 46.8 49.1
Copnecticut .. 123,628 73,682 153,656 171,783 183,215 85,422 59.6 46.7 46.6
New York ... 258,687 196,8401,171,633 681,091 1,603,836 844,761 '75.7 58.1 56.2
New Jersey... 95,600 67,402 174,633 108,302 232,057 188,600 705 59.1 59.7
Pennsylvania. 284,627 270,283 831,845 524,189 1,115,426 712,673 71.2 63.0 63.8
Delaware .... 24,819 15878 29,302 17,406 85,423 22,185 639 59.4 624
Maryland ... 105,676 69,648 159,400 93,072 206,766 120,962 65.9 584 614
Virginia ..... 252,151 179,761 369,745 240,343 443,500 290,010 71.3 65.0 56.5
North Carolina 166,116 122,191 244,883 162,282 280,003 188,708 73.5 66.2 65.5
South Carolina 95,339 172,076 128,688 86,666 136,816 88,688 76.6 67.3 64.8
Georgia...... 48,298 88,248 197,161 150,317 255,329 187,602 81.1 76.2 784
Mississippi cee 2,262 1,962 81,818 65,269 189,431 104,688 86.7 79.7 75.1
Tennessee.... 41,629 387,677 815,193 234,700 874,601 268,317 84.6 74.4 T1.6
Kentucky.... 83915 172,284 250,664 204,978 860,609 259,451 83.9 71.9 704
Ohio ........ 20,595 18,276 726,762 509,088 950,983 660,416 88.7 '73.3 68.4
Indiana....... 2,008 1,646 826,925 248,127 470,976 863,699 82,1 76.1 76.1

If we extend the comparison to all the other States whose population
was known in 1840, we shall find in the greater number a correspondent
diminution of their natural increase in the last ten years, as may be seen
in the following table :— .

1840, 1850, Proportion per cent.

Females.  Children. Females. Children. 1840, 1850,

Florida .......cvvtee 11,487 8,404 21,498 T 8.2 1.0
Alabama............ 158408 125,647 207,031 16,666 78.9 3.1
Louisiana............ 68,716 48,684 114,248 151,346 70.9 67.6
Arkansas ........... 34,363 28,899 76,315 17,268 88.9 80.9
Mississippi....oeo.e. 118,672 118,572 279,017 260,797 7838 156.6
Ilinois ............. 217,019 165,329 400,490 209,898 6.2 4.3
Michigan............ 08,1656 69,036 186,606 299,806 70.5 68.2
Wisconsin. .......... 11,992 8,690 140,406 129,890 72,5 78.8
Towa....iveeiennn 18,668 14,562 90,984 1,297 .5 18,8

The steady diminution in the rate of natural increase thus exhibited by
the whole United States, and by most of the individual States, for fifty
years, as well as Dy those States that have afforded the means of making
the comparison for a shorter period, shows that the laws of population, as
laid down by Malthus, must be considerably modified. It proves incon-
testably that while in every country the means of attainable subsistence is
a necessary element in the increase of its numbers, it is not an all-sufficient
cause of such increase, nor so powerful a cause as Malthus seems to sup-
pose; since we find the rate of increase declining in a country and at a
{)eriod when subsistence is as easily obtained as it ever was, and where the

abor of a month—and often that of a fortnight—would be sufficient to
procure as much wholesome and palatable food as the laborer consumed
in the year. It is clear, then, that moral causes—probably by producing
a slight retardation of marriage—constitute the operative check in the
‘United States, and that the extraordinary facility of subsistence which
exists here, seems to exert no influence on that check.
. It follows from the preceding views that the period of duplication, in
our progressive increase, must be steadily increasing, unless the deficiency
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should be compensated, as it hitherto has been, and sometimes more than
compensated, by immigration.

The population of the United States consists principally of two races—
the white and the African, and partly of a mixture of the two—the mulatto,
which is first specially noticed in the seventh census. Though the natu-
ral increase of the colored race, or at least of the servile portion, is greater
than that of the whites, yet, by the aid derived from immigration, the
white population is always gaining on the colored, so that the proportion,
which in 1790 was as 4.19 white to one colored, was, in 1850, 5.37 to
one; and the proportion of whites to slaves had increased in the same
period from 4.5 to 7.2 to 1.

The opinions which were hazarded in the first part of this work, (page
116,) of the period when slavery would probably terminate of itself in the
United States, must now be qualified by important changes in the condi-
tion of the United States since 1840. The termination of slavery was, in
those speculations, made to depend on the density of population, which
again depended on the extent of territory. Since that time the United
States have acquired about 800,000 square miles of almost vacant terri-
tory, 237,000 of which, being added to the slaveholding States by the
annexation of Texas, is one of the contingencies which would tend to pro-
long the continuance of slavery. With this qualification as to time, the
views presented by the author in 1843 remain unchanged, as he has met
with neither fact nor argument to atfect their soundness.

What may be the increase of the mixed race of mulattoes cannot yet be
known, as they have been now enumerated for the first time. Their whole
number, in 1850, was 405,754, of whom 159,095 were free, and 246,658
were slaves. There is thus about one mulatto to every eight of the col-
ored population, about one out of twelve of the slaves, and more than one
out of two of the free colored. Some physiologists are disposed to regard
mulattoes as hybrids, and as exhibiting in their greater shortness of life,
the degencracy of that class; but a comparative table of the blacks and
mulattoes in two States—Connecticut and Louisiana, and two cities—New
York and New Orleans, disproves this hypothesis.

There is within the limits of the United States a third race—the Indians,
who are not considered to be a part of the population. They haye no
share in the government, and contribute nothing, cither by personal serv-
ice or tax, to its support. They are not amenable to the laws except for
crimes, and have no relation to the government, except as grantors of the
lands they occupy, and as pensioners, in consequence of those grants. The
number in this anomalous condition is cstimated at something more than
400,000, a part of whom occupy the territory set apart for them, and seem
to be advancing in civilization; but the greater portion continue in their
aboriginal habits and pursuits, and though considered to be within the
jurisdiction of the States or Territories, are admitted to have: the sole
property in the soil of their ungranted territory. With regard to the
ultimate destiny of this race, those who are advancing in civilization may
retain their independence and be finally incorporated with the States of
the Union, while those who are still in their savage state may be encour-
aged by the success of the former to follow their example, or gradually
dwindling in number as their lands diminish, the remnant may become
paupers and pensioners of the government; or lastly the whole of those
who survive their exterminating wars and their free use of ardent spirita,
may become gradually amalgamated with the other two races.
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CHAPTER VIII.

THE GROWTH OF THE VATLAI\'TIC AND WESTERN STATES—THE SLAVEHOLD-
ING AND NON-SLAVEHOLDING STATES COMPARED.

By the last census it was found that the Western States continued . to
gain on the Atlantic States, and the States prohibiting slavery or those
which permit it, though in a diminished ratio from that which was an-
ticipated in 1840, as may be seen in the follawing tables of their respective
populations, representatives in Congress, and presidential electors, in 1850.
As we now have more accurate estimates of the extent of the States and
Territories than was before published, and have acquired a large accession
of territory since 1840, the areas, as corrected, are here given:—

ATLANTIO BTATES.

1. Non-slaveholding . Area in sq. Represen- Elect-
States. miles. Population. tatives,  ors,
1. Maine...ocoevivecioccnenmmecnnne 81,758 683,169 6 8
2. New Hampshire.....ccceeeevecens 9,280 817,976 8 6
8. Vermont ....covevercvccscnnnces 10,212 814,120 3 [
4. Massachusetts. ....oce.vveienanans 1800 994514 11 18
5. Rhode Island... tesenes 1,306 147,645 2 4
6. Connecticut . .oevaveevesacnccenns 4,674 870,792 4 [
7. New YotK.coeieeereeasnsannnses 417,000 38,097,394 83 35
8. New Jersey..cceeaseccescnsccans 8,320 489,555 5 ki
9. Pennsylvania...coocevevenreninns 46,000 2,311,788 21 28
Total..oovieererecceniananone 160,747 8,626,851 88 106

IL 8laveholdin o -
States. ¢ A:ﬂ::.'q Population, R&lp{ve:.n mﬁ::
1. Delaware . coeueevnncnsnnnetonnee 2,120 91,632 1 3
2 Maryland ...coivninneninencannes 11,124 588,084 6 8
8. Virginia ...cocvveiirinnnncaomens 61,3562 1,421,661 18 15
4. North Carolina ... ..cocvaeeennas 50,704 869,089 8 10
5. South Caroling .....oeoiveeencnes 29,385 668,607 (] 8
6. Georgia ......... 68,000 906,185 8 10
7. Florida....c.oovuen. 59,268 87,445 1 3
District of Columbia.....coeeveees 60 51,687 . .

Total.eveeiueeerareosenonnnen 272,013 4,679,090 43 57
'WESTERN STATES. .

1. Non-slaveholding Area insq. Represen- Elec-

States. miles. Population. tatives. fors.

10. Ohi0.ssserenennsanserasncannass” 89,964 1,980,329 21 238

11, Indianf ..oviveernnecnnncccanens 33,800 988,416 11 18

12, IIlinoi8 o svvvnvvennernnscnncmense 55,405 851,479 9 11

13, Michigan .v.veeesencncccccnscaas 56,243 397,664 4 [
14. Wisconsin ....... 53,024 805,891 3 5

15. Iowa ..cvnienonne 50,914 192,214 2 4

16. California....ccvevveencarenscens 155,980 92,697 2 4

Territories® .. ..ccoveeesnsecnans 1,472,661 92,298 . .

. — —

Total.eiueecevearensogeocanne 1,417,991 4,900,369 52 66

* The areas of those Territories are thus given in De Bow’s Compendium, ou whose authority
the areas of the States are also given :—

lodian Territory.....
K . ..

New Mexico ...ceveeees Total..oieseseseecesnecananess 1,472,661

VOL. XXXII~—NO. I.
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11, Slaveholding Area in oq. Represen-
States. miles. Population.  tatives. Eleotors.
8. LouisiaD& o cvvevereeenscnnennnnee 41,285 511,782 4 6
9. Texas...vovenvennnaconanns veees 287,604 212,692 2 4
10. Alabama ....vevvveaerenacncoes 50,722 171,628 ( 9
11. Mississippi..eeeseesencesomenen. 47,166 606,526 5 K
12, Arkansas.......c.000.nn 52,198 209,897 2 4
18. Tepvessee ....... oo 45,600 1,002,717 10 12
14. Kentacky . 817,880 982,406 10 12
15, Miss0uriseserecerees soaeccamns 617,380 682,044 7 9

Total..oevvviieveenenianeees 599,445 4,986,666 41 88

INCREASE OF POPULATION OF THE PRECEDING DIVISIONS OF STATES IN 80 YEARS.
Decennial increase.

1830. 1840. 1850. 1830, 1840. 1850.
Atlantic States........... 9,188,183 10,686,381 18,205,941 288 163 24.5
Western States ........... 8,692,569 6374972 9885935 637 73.6 645

Non-slaveholding States.... 7,012,800 9728922 18,527,220 8358 3887 863
Slaveholding States........ 5,848,303 7,384,431 9,664,656 29.9 254 3818
If the same rate of increase should continue with the Atlantic and the
‘Western States respectively, when will the latter attain the preponderance
to which they are ultimately destined by reason of their far greater extent
of territory? Their respective numbers, which had been in 1840 in the
ratio of 60 per cent for &e Atlantic States and 40 per cent for the Western
States, had changed, according to the census of 1850, to 57.4 per cent for
the Atlantic States and 42.6 per cent for the Western; thus showing that
as they approached at the rate of only 5.2 per cent in 10 years, it would
require three more decennial terms, or be 1880, before the Western States
would have a preponderance, which would then be less than 1 per cent.
. By this time the progress of railroads, canals, and manufactures, may have
80 increased their commercial intercourse as to overcome the influence of
local jealousy and narrow local interests. Experience may teach the mass
of both divisions, that on all great national questions—such, for example,
as the policy of supporting a respectable navy—their interests are identi-
cal. It must, however, be recollected that the increasing immigration,
both foreign and domestic, to the new States and Territorics in the West,
may accelerate the progress of the Western States beyond the rate here sup-
sed ; and that, on the other hand, the States on the Pacific, now reckoned
n the Western division, may form a class by themselves, and be neutrals
between the other two divisions, or, perchance, incline to throw their
weight into the scale of the Atlantic States, under the influence of their
commercial connections.

In the other twofold division of the States, growing out of the institution
of slavery, it happens that the division which already has the preponder-
ance of numbers, also increases the fastest. What effect this growing
ascendancy may have on the agitating and perplexing topic of slavery,
cannot now be foreseen. It may infuse a new heat and bitterness in the
strife that has been thus engendered ; or it may produce more moderation
when the disparity is more seen and felt by both parties than at present ;
or, lastly, in the alternate ebbs and flows wZich the tides of popular feel-
ing are ever undergoing, the subject that now fills the land with discord,
and threatens it with consequences as serious as lasting, may come to be
regarded as of no higher concern to the General Government or the Amer-
ican people, than the extent of parental or marital authority in a State, or
its penal code, on all of which both man’s moral sympathy and his reli-
gious creed may be brought to bear as directly as on domestic slavery.
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CHAPTER 1X.

RELIGION—JUVENILE AND POPULAR INSTRUCTION.

In consequence of the entire freedom of religion in the United States,
their different sects are more diversified in tenets and character, and are less
unequal in numbers than in any other country. The principal denomina-
tions, with the number of churches and value of the property belonging
to each may be seen in the following table :—

No.of Vllue of . No.of  Value of
Denominations,  churches, roperty. Denominations. churches, property.
1. Methodist....... 18,280 814 8 2 8'70 12. Free.oueecveanns 386 263,306

2. Baptist ........ 9,876 11,020,855 |18. German Reform. 838 975,080
8, Presbyterian.... 4.824 14,468,7 89 [ 14. Dutch Reformed. 830 4,096,880
4, Congregatlonal. . 1,708 17,970,195 |15. Moravian....... 828 411,667
5. Eplscopal eesees 1,450 11,875,310(16. Unitarian ...... 242 38,178,822
6. Roman Catholic.. 1,221 9,250,758 | 17. Menonites....... 118 93,845
7. Lutheran....... 1,217 2,884,286 |18, Tunkers........ 51 817,628
8. Christians....... 863 847,036 |19. Jews .....00u.. 80 330,600
9. Friends.......-. 726 1718767 | 20. Swedenborgian.-. 16 108,600
10. Union......... 608 644,716 Minor sects...... 418 . 985,180
11. Universalist..... 529 1,762,316
Total.uueueeeorsasenscaceroccssssssecroncssnascans 38061 887323861

The sects whose churches throughout the Union exceed 1,000, have the
following local distribution :—

Presby- Congre- Episco- R. Cath- Other

Methodist. Baptist. terian, gational. pal. olic. Lutheran. sects. Total.
Maiue........ 199 326 7 180 9 12 ces 212 9456
N. Hampshire. 103 193 13 176 11 2 ees 128 626
Vermont...... 146 102 11 176 26 2 vee 137 599
Massachusetts . 262 236 156 448 b4 41 1 428 1475

Rbode Island.. - 28 106 .e 21 26 i . 45 228
Connecticut .. . 185 114 17 262 104 18 44 14 ....
New York.... 1,281 n81 871 216 -279 175 81 700" 4,184
New Jersey .. 812 108 149 8 62 22 7 155 818
Pepnsylvania . 889 220 M6 .. 1388 139 498 807 8,666
Delaware,.... 106 12 26 . 21 3 12 180
Maryland..... 479 45 56 . 138 65 40 91 909
Dist. of Colum. 16 6 6 . (] 6 2 4 46
Virgivia...... 1,026 649 240 .. 143 17 50 229 2,388
North Carolina. 784 615 151 .e 50 4 49 142 1795
South Carolina. 484 413 136 2 14 41 22 1,182
Georgia...... 795 879 9 . 8 54 1,862
Florida ...... 87 56 16 10 5 .ee 8 1M
Alabama...... 587 5679 162" 17 ‘5 1 82 1,873
Mississippi.. . . 451 885 148 18 9 cee 27 1,016
Louisiana..... 126 m 18 14 55 ves 17T 8606
Texas ..ouv.n. 176 82 45 8 13 e 51 841
Arkansas..... 168 114 52 2 7 19 862

e e e s e et
»
(=]
oo

o« s e e s

Tennessee . ... 861 646 863 .e 17 8 12 112 2,014
Kentucky .... 530 803 224 .o 19 - 48 6 216 1,846
Mlssoun ceees 250 800 125 .o 11 65 21 8 880

Ohio ........ 1529 551 663 ,100 70 180 260 638 8,986
Indiana...... ™8 428 282 2 24 63 63 392 2,082
Dlinois... ... 405 282 206 46 21 59 42 156 1,228
Mlchlgan cere 119 66 72 29 25 44 12 32 399
‘Wisconsin. ... . 110 49 40 87 19 64 20 24 366

Towa....ceuss (4! 20 88 14 5 18 4 23 198
Qalifornia .... 6 1 L] . 1 18 ves 10 28
Territories. . .. 2 1 2 1 .. 79 cee .. 94

— ——— —

—— e e ——— —

Total.... 13,280 9,376 4,824 1,706 1,459 1,221 1,217 4,979 88,081
It would seem, from the preceding tables, that there is, on an average,
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a church, or place of worship, for every 610 of the gross population—
adults and children; that the average property of each is about $2,300,
though some are ten times as rich as others; and that the churches of the
Methodists and Baptists united outnumber all the other sects.

These places of worship are distributed in every part of the Union very
nearly in proportion to population, showing that the American people, in
whose spontaneous action these accommodations for public worship origi-
nated and are maintained, exhibit a remarkable uniformity in the spirit of
devotion, however great may be the diversity in their manifestations of it, by
particular tenets and modes of worship, as may be seen in the following :—

TABLE OF THE NUMBER OF CHURCHES IN EACH OF THE GREAT DIVISIONS OF THE STATES, AND
OF THE QUOTAS OF POPULATION ASSIGNABLE TO EACH.

No. of No. of persons
Local divisions. churches, Population, to each.
New England States.......ccc0euees . 4,607 2,628,116 594
Middle States .o.vveevenenns ceeenean 10,648 6,624,928 660
Southern States ..... eesecesecrasans 17,399 8,962,688 530
South-western States.... ...... ceeee 5,065 8,321,117 620
North-western States.......... veeane 10,858 6,379,928 590

The inequality, small as it is, is increased by the fact that in the South-
ern States, where the churches are relatively the most numerous, they are
probably below the average in the number they can accommodate, and
that in the Middle States, where the churches are proportionally the few-
est, they are above the average in magnitude.

Of the three classes of PupLic ScuooLs enumerated by the census of
1850, there is no material difference in the number of Colleges from the
census of 1840, but there is, in the former, a much larger proportion of
inferior schools. The proportion of illiterate, however, is about double
that in 1840.

This seeming retrograde course, of which instances are so rare in the
United States, and which is not in accordance with the great increase of
primary schools, may probably be in part attributed to the recent large
additions to the number of immigrants—the States which received the
greatest number showing also the greatest increase of illiterates—and a
part may, perhaps, be ascribed to a smaller number of omissions in this
class, now that the census takers are required to return each individval
separately.

Ublversities
States. and Stu- C Endow-
lleges. dents, Endowment. Academies. Schol ment.
Maine....cocieeanecnnncans 2 282  $14,000 131 6,648 $51,187
New Hampshire............ 1 278 11,000 107 5,321 48,202
Vermont...o.veenaess csesas 5 464 21,658 118 6,864 48,936
Massachusetts. ..... sesessne 6 1,043 107,901 881 12,774 810,177
Rhode Island ....ccc00nenes 1 150 8,600 46 1,691 82,748
Connecticut.oveeesnrnnernne 4 738 53,620 202 6,966 145,967

New England States......... 19 2950 $211,689 985 40,284 $632,218
New York...ooueuenn seeeee 14 2673 148,258 8563 49,262 810,382
New Jersey..eeveeuieannnaas 4 470 79,700 219 9,669 226,388
Pennsylvania........... oo 21 8,286 282,205 524 23,751 467,843
Delaware c..coveeee covnnns 2 144 117,200 85 2,011 41,882
Maryland..... ¢ eeescsenan .11 992 101,714 226 10,677 242,229
District of Columbia ........ 2 218 24,000 47 2,388 84,040
Middle States......o0.000.. B4 7,788 $653,077 1,952 97,603 81,878,664
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Universities
States. and

tu-

colleges. dents. Endowment. Academies, Scholdrs. ment.
308

.Virginia................... 12
North Caroling....ccomeennns 5
South Caroling.....coueveses 8

Georgia.....cce00etevnecee. 18 1585

Florida ....ooovvieeenannass .

Southern States.... ........ 88 4,308

Alabama.....ccivvianenne. 6
Missiesippi....cc0vuenenee. 11

1,635

159,790

513 40,700 272
720 104,790 202

105,430 219

34

$410,710 1,080

567 41,256 106
862 . 42400 171

Louisiang ... oevieeenasonnes b 469 76,250 143
' 2 165 1,000 o7

3 150 8,100 20

Tennessee.....veeeeeenseeas 17 1605 63,507 260
South-western States........ 483 38,817 $227,512 8617
MiSS0UrL.. cveeeeevccnnncanae 9 1,809 79,528 204
Kentucky cesssssesectvenne 16 1,873 131,461 830
Obio.c.evereeseenennnnseass 26 8621 125792 206
Indiana.........ce0nennenns 11 1,069 48,360 - 181
Tinois. covieneeennnnnnenns 6 442 13,300 81
Michigan....cveeeinracenens ] 808 14,000 87
Wisconsin, o veeeeevacenenne 2 % 4,300 58
JoWwa ..iivvinenennnennsanns 2 100 2,000 81
California... cveceee coeanns . 6
Territories..ooevenereee sone 1 44
— ——

North-western States........ 75 8497 §418/731 1,128

Total..uuuueeseeeee. 234 27,159 $1,916,698

States.
Maine.. coviieitarnarnsncniesnnans
New Hampshire ..
Vermont ...cvviiriiinncrenscsacanns
Massachusetts ...ovvieevenvencnnnss
Rhode Island....cvoeeeiinnnnnnncnns
Connecticut «voeovienaseccasansaces

New England States...eeceeeieinens

NewYork........................
New JErBey o ovenseianceascsescsanns
Pennsylvania .. cuvieveiianeiiniaen.
Delaware ...ocoviiievieniaceanonses

District of Columbig.....eus ouvianes

Middle States......ceenveieneeneces

Virginia ., coeeeieieniineciaiennes

South Carolina......eeeiveeianneans
Georgia. eververeenneresasnreninns
Florida.....coveieecnnrcnecsnocnnnns

Southern States. . oveeveeeernenoes

53

Endow-

8,982 234,372
7,822 187,648
7,467 205,489
9,069 108,983
1,251 12,089
84,681 $748,681
8,290 164,165

- 6,628, 78,717
5,328 193,017
3,389 89,384
2,407 27,937
9,617 156,842
86,659 $655,122
8,829 143171
12,712 262,617
16,052 149,352
6,185 83,620
4,179 40,488
1,616 24,974
2,128 18,796
1,061 1,980
170 14,270
894 23,078
53,421 $24'7,246

—_—

6,032 261,362 $4,663,842

Primary Liter-
schools. Scholars, Endowment., ates,
1,042 102,816 $3815,436 6,282
2,381 76,642 166,944 38,009
2,731 93457 176,111 6,240
8,679 176,475 1,006,795 28,345
416 23,130 100,481 8,607
1,656 71,269 281,226 5,308
11,905 542,788 $1,996,993 62,780
11,680 675,221 1,472,057 98,722
1479 18,206 216,992 18,665
9,061 418,706 1,414,530 76,272
194 8,970 43,861 10,181
907 38,254 229,848 41,8717

22 2,169 14,232 4,671
23,248 1,211,525 $8,891,620 250,388
2,937 67,438 814,025 88,520
2,657 104,095 168,664 80,423
124 17,838 200,600 16,604
1,251 32,706 182,231 41,667
69 1,878 22,386 4,129
7,638 228,864 $877,806 231,343



54 Progress of Population in the United States.

Primary Initer~
States. . schools. Scholars. Endowment. ates.

AlabAma .. .iveiiiiiiiiiniinianeas 1,152 28,380 815,002 83 992
Mississippl.ceuieecieenniiiiassanns 782 18,748 254,169 13,528
Louisiana «ovveveeiraivranocnsrnans 664 25,046 849,679 24,610
TeXa8.. . evveeeeeonecaronnncnnnnans 349 1,948 44,088 10,688
Arkaneas ....ociviiiicnnciencaians 358 8,493 43,768 16,985
Tennessee. couveevenenvennncaanaans 2,667 103,651 195,448 78,619

South-western States ... ........... 5,877 192,262 $1,202,184 118,261

Missouri cvovvvinninnininrniinnenas 2,234 71,429 160,770 86,768
Kentucky..cooouvieinenieniiannnnns 2,667 108,651 211,852 69,708
Ohio ..ovvevininreiiiiinneannenes. 11,661 484,168 743,074 66,020
Indiana.........cooieiiieiiiniaen 4,822 161,600 814,487 12,710
Ilinois......coeiieeriieininnnnennes 4,054 425,790 849,350 41,288
Michigan.......ccoovveinnniinnans 2,714 110,455 169,806 8,281
Wisconsin, .ovovveerne coveeannsons 1,428 58,817 113,188 8,458
Towa.....oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia 142 29,616 51,492 8,158
California ....coovveinrievninenene. 2 49 8,600 5,285
Territories .o.vovvieiiiincneencanss 16 80 15,609 25,994

North-western States ......e000ee... 80,835 1,446,540 $2,181,063 870,608

Total.e.vveriuns vovecnsess. 80,991 8,354,178 $9,601,680 1,063,420

The scholars of the three classes are in the following centesimal propor-
tions, by which it appears that the second class and the elementary gained
to a small extent, while the college class remained as it was:—

College students........coovvuneeceecnennns .8
Academical ...... . . 7.2
Elementary.......coceiieneniiaann cvnnees 92

Total.....oo.evvevveeraecnncnanaese. 100

But the great source of popular instruction in these States is the peri-
odical press, which has an extent and dispersion known in no other coun-
try. Its productions may be classed under the single sheets published as
newspapers daily, or once, twice, or thrice a week, and pampkhlets published
Eonthly, semi-monthly, or quarterly. They are thus distributed among

e States :—

~——NEWSPAPERS.~—— ——=PAMPHLETS.~——

Twice or
thrice a Quar-  Aggre-
States. Daily, week, Weekly. Monthly,  terly. gute,
Maine ...oevinee conenne 4 ] 39 1 cee 49
New Hampshire............ . . 85 8 38
Vermont....oovvveeennnoas 2 1 80 2 vee 84
Massachusetts......oovuees 22 15 125 32 17 209
Rhbode Island......... .... ) 2 12 . 19
Oonnecticut .. .ooovevueenss i 4 30 1 2 46
New York covveenecennnss 51 21 808 ° 45 ] 428
New Jersey «..ovevvuennnn 6 . 48 2 51
Pennsylvania.............. 24 8 261 19 , 2 810
Delawire .oovvvieiiarnnns .. 8 9 .e 10
‘Maryland ..............00 8 4 64 4 oo 68
District of Columbia........ 5 5 8 .. wes 18
Virginia .......co0ieeenn 15 12 55 4 87
“North Carolina......cevu.s .. 5 40 (] ves 51
South Carolina............ 7 5 27 5 vee 46



A

Progress of Population in the United States. 55

r~——NEWBPAPERS.——, ———PAMPHLETS

Twice or
. States Dally.  '‘wesk~ Weekly. Monthly ?::-7; A
Georgia. ....uiciinneennns [ 3 37 6 51
) .e 1 9 1 49 10
8 5 48 .o 38 60
.o 4 48 1 85 50
11 6 31 .o 209 56
.e 5 29 .. 19 51
. .o, .e 9 .e 49 ]
Tennessee..........c.ue..s 8 2 36 4 428 50
| 5 4 45 7 51 62
Kentucky.........oeeenne. 9 7 88 8 810 62
. 0.)!9.....-......... ..... 26 10 201 27 119 107
Indiana............00eeee 9 2 95 1 68 107
Iinois.........oueuunenns 8 4 84 3 118 261
Michigan................. 3 2 41 6 87 58
Wisconsin................ [ 4 86 1 51 46
Iowa..coioeniiiinnnnn.. .. 2 26 2 46 20
California ................ 4 . "8 . 51 "
Total.ecvevvnnnen.. 264 146 1,902 195 19 2,626

These various periodicals have been arranged under the four heads of
political, literary, religious, and scientific :—

v o D o] =y >

2 F EE g F EF &

States, =3 g & 5 § States. = 8 ﬁ é 3

& I g B B 3 gF &

Maine ..... 29 16 4 1 49| Alabama.. 48 12 8 1 60
N.Hampsh, 22 10 5 1 88| Mississippi. 40 10 . . 50
Vermont... 27 5 8 . 85 | Louisiana. .. 84 19 1) 56
Massachus . 82 89 2414 209 ' Texas..... 14 18 2 . 84
R.Island .. 12 7T .. 19 | Arkansas .. 8 8 .. Q
Conpecticut. 8 12 4 1 46| Tennessee.. 88 T " 60
New York.. 263 116 87 12 428 | Missouri.... 42 17 2 61
NewJersey. 44 7 .. . 61 |Kentucky.. 42 14 &6 1 63
Penisylvan. 198 83 28 1 810 |Ohio....... 192 43 21 5 261
Delaware. . 8 2 ... 10 | Indiana. ... 8¢ 21 2 . 107
Maryland... 39 21 6 2 68 | Illinois.. ... 73 28 8 8 107
D.ofColum. 16 8 9 .  18|Michigan.. 89 14 8 ¢ 58
Virginia ... 62 15 6 1 87| Wisconsin.. 42 8 .1 48
N. Carolina. 85 10 6 . 51 | Iowa...... 25 ] 1. 29
8. Carolina. 24 138 8 2 46 | California. . .. n o 7
Georgia.... 20 24 8 4 51| Territories . 1 8 .. 4
Florida.... T .. 2 . 10 —_— = = = —

Total..eovanenacans

The public libraries of the United States seem to be sufficiently numer-
ous, considering how dispersed is the greater part of the population—there
being about 1 for each 1,600 of the population. But there is no instance
yet of those large and complete libraries which we see in most European
countries. No library here has yet reached 100,000 volumes, and but two
or three have attained half that number.

These libraries may be arranged under the three heads of Public Libra-
ries, provided by the government or by joint-stock companies, College and
Theological Libraries—and libraries of Sunday and other schools. These,
with the number of volumes in each, are thus distributed among the
States :—

teseessanseasesass 1,907 651 191 53 2,626



56 A Statistical View of the State of Illinois.

College

and theo- Aggre-
logical )i- Public School gate of
States. bruries. Volumes. libraries. Volumes. libraries. Volumes. libraries. Volumes.

Maine .... 17 40,3117 ™ 51,439 142 29,211 286 121,969
N. Hamp . 9 22,426 47 42,017 "8 21,317 129 85,7159
Vermont.. 12 23,860 30 21,061 54 19,720 96 64,641
Massachus, 60 186,157 177 267,787 1,226 270,120 1,462 684,016
R. Island.. 8 82,756 26 42,007 62 27,679 96 104,842
Connectic't 11 88,228 42 88,609 111 42,084 164 165,818
N.York... 81 141,677 48 197,229 10,989 1,422,023 11,018 1,760,820
N. Jersey. (] 24,338 43,993 43 12,144 128 80,885
Pennaylva., 47 104411 184,686 256 76,192 398 863,409
Delaware. 1 5,000 10.2560 12 2,700 17 117,950
Maryland.. 15 84,642 54,750 92 84,650 124 126,042
D.of Cola. 2 82,500 66,100 .. cene 9 98,600
Virginia... 18 51,386 82,695 17 4,681 54 88,462
N.Carolina 14 25,240 2,600 20 3,852 88 29,692
8. Carolina %7 80,964 17,7158 8 2,780 26 107,472

@eorgia .. 9 21,500 6,600 26 8,788 38 31,788
Florida... . ceees 1,000 6 1,680 17 2,660
Alabama., &

Mississippi 4 10,008 7264 107 4,380 11T 21,787
Louisiana.. 2 5,000 9,800 2 12,000 19 26,809
Texas .... 1 100 2,100 8 2,180 12 4,230
Arkansas . . ceees 250 170 ] 420
Tennessee. 6 9,925 5,378 23 1,598 34 22,896
Missouri... 4 20,300 28,105 70 81,650 97 75,056
Kentucky. 15 84,426 49,424 29 4,617 80 79,466
Obio...... 26 59,625 65,708 261 68,570 852 186,826
Indiana... & 9,100 85,982 88 13,085 151 68,403

M
20
4
117
T
16
4
18
8
1
1,600 4 3,848 47 9,276 66 26,623
4
5
8
1
9
18
47
65
83
18

Illinois ... 4 7,800 28,108 115 18,704 1562 62,486
Michigan . 3 7,000 280 65,116 18 84,927 4117 107,948
Wisconsin, 2 1,800 9 12,048 80 7,180 2 21,029
Iowa...... . ceees 4 2,650 4 8,140 82 5,199

Total..... 843 1,484,641 1217 1,446,015 14,055 2,189,726 15615 4,636,411

Art. 11L.—A STATISTICAL VIEW OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.

NUMBER II.
SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

TrE soil of the State of Illinois is essentially fertile, and her agricultural
resources almost boundless. When her entire surface is reduced into
judicious cultivation, she will make a larger return, acre for acre, than
probably any similar extent of territory on the continent. We have seen
that her surface is divided into two principal parts—the prairies and the
alluvions of the river bottoms. And what are these prairies but alluvial
deposits, varying in fertility as the waters which once covered them have
left greater or smaller gnantities of vegetable decomposition at one point
or another? : '

It is unnecessary for our present purposes to enter into an examination
of the theories of the formation of the prairies and alluvions, to prove that
they do or do not arise from the same causes—it is enough for our pres-
ent purposes to know that the constituents or properties of both are the
same, or very nearly so. That the prairies were originally covered with
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water, is perfectly evident; and a depth of water over them was attained,
remarks Mr. Schoolcraft, ¢ adequate to the deposition of those successive
strata of small pebblestones, sand, clay, fine, rich loams, and carbonaceous
molds, of which they are composed.” Mr. 8. continues :—

“On the breaking away of the obstruction which kept the waters upon the
prairies, the waters would recede gradually into those channels in which it is
now drained off, sinking lower and lower as the force of the current carried be-
fore it new portions of the yielding rock. The margins of these drains would
remain covered with water until a comparatively recent period, and acquire fur-
ther deposits of alluvial matter. These new deposits would be highly favorable
to the after-growth of forest trees; while the intermediate table lands, being first
exposed to the sun, would soon be covered with a luxuriant growth of grasses
and various herbage, that would attract from adjoining regions the innumerable
herds of large graminivorous animals which formerly inhabited the country. The
effect of these immense herds of animals feeding upon the nascent plains would
be to trample down vegetation and prevent the growth of large forest trees—a
result that may be snpposed to have been still further promoted by their annual
exposure to fire. This hypothesis derives additional weight from an attentive
consideration of the mineral character of alluvial deposits forming the surface of
prairies, in which we often observe fine, hard and compacted layers of earth, simi-
far to those which are found at the bottom of mill ponds where the water has
been long stagnant,” &e. : ) '

‘Who can estimate, then, the agricultural wealth of a region with so fine
a climate, so well watered, and whose whole surface is mold, or an admix-
ture of the debris of rocks, clay, sand or gravel, with animal and vegetable
remains ? ,

The State contains 35,459,260 acres ; of which 12,087,412 are included -
in farms, but only 5,089,545 acres are improved ; yet Illinois is the tenth
State in the Union in this respect. The States having a larger quantity

of improved land are—
Acres of im- . Acres of im-
proved land. | proved land.
New York..vevverenone 12,408,968 ( TenNessee. ceveevsescans 5,175,178

Pennsylvania ........... 8,628,619 | Kentucky eovvevaernnen. 11,368,270

Virginia.......... sescer 10,360.135 | Obio ceevevvecnannnanss 9,851,493
North Caroling +.vco.0.. 65,452,977 | Indiana. e coveevreneenns 5,046,643
Georgig........ [ . 6,878,479

Of these 12,037,412 acres of land included in farms, 879,049 acres of
improved land and 1,487,182 acres of unimproved land lie in the counties
bordering on the Mississippi ; 183,815 acres of improved land and 287,657
acres of unimproved land in the Rock River counties; 942,656 acres of
improved and 1,027,509 acres of unimproved in the Illinois River coun-
ties; 317,166 acres of improved and 338,086 acres of unimproved lie in
the Sangamon River counties; 288,005 acres of improved and 332,345
acres of unimproved land lie in the Fox River counties ; 255,223 acres of
improved and 468,526 acres of unimproved in the Kaskaskia River coun-
ties; 64,019 acres of improved and 171,707 acres of unimproved land lie
in the Ohio River countics ; 178,149 acres of improved and 317,773 acres
of unimproved land lie in the Wabash River counties; and in the Little
Wabash River counties and in the Kankakee, there are 142,335 acres of
improved land and 240,952 acres of unimproved land—that is to say,
38,298,012 acres of this improved land is genuine alluvion, or very nearly
80, and 1,741,533 may be regarded as prairie of all descriptions, wet, dry, .
flat, and rolling. '
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TABLE BHOWING AMOUNT OF IMPROVED AND UNIMPROVED LAND OF THE COUNTRS ON

MISSISSIPPI RIVER OCOUNTIES.

Acres of Acres of
imrroved unimproved
A and. and.
Joe Daviess..... 60,311 137,839
Carroll ......... 32,776 54,760
Whiteside.. ...... 35,992 55,184
Rock Island ..... 24,808 47,612
84,927 47,434
85,7968 48,879
B 80,168 98,769
Adams ......... 147,278 168,872
Pike . ooerennnnn 87,957 105,438
Calboun......... 7,295 29,076
Jersey .......... 66481 68,858
Madlsop cesesane 98,251 165,087
8t. Clair ........ 183,01 161,061
Mouoroe ......... 89,687 14,186
Randolph ....... 50,655 108,246
Jac}:son. ceasnene 22,118 40,657
Union .......... 80,448 85,615
Alexander....... 5,888 16,882
Total......... 879,049 1,487,182
ROOK RIVER COUNTIES,
Winnebago ...... 67,029 94,326
Ogle ........... 11,208 146,848
Lee...coveennns 88,678 46,484
Total ......... 183,815 281,657
ILLINOIS RIVER COUNTIES.
Green.......... 87,257 113,574
Scott ..venninns 48,216 54,216
Morgan......... 142272 97,662
Cass ........... 54.578 46,732
Brown.......... 84,846 73,458
Schuyler........ 81,116 60,318
Fulton. ......... 124,817 148,203
Mason . ..., . 46,222 42,201
Tazewell........ 72,882 92,077
Woodford....... 86651 57,842
Peoria.......... 88,718 100,790
Marshall, ....... 36,801 58,192
Putnam.,,....... 28,105 27,985
Lasalle ......... 93,098 118,646
Grundy ......... 15916 86,738
Total......... 942,656 1,027,609
KANEAKEE.

Iroquois and Kan-

kakee ........ 30,118 86,812

THE PRINCIPAL RIVERS :—

SANGAMON RIVER COUNTIES.

lAcm g{l lAau e‘:l‘
mproved unimprov:
lrnd ﬂ.a.

Menard......... 55,785 55,704
Sangamon....... 176,896 146,377
Chrislair .......0 27,654 43,412
Macon...ccoaneee 88,330 69,901
Piatt...covnueen 28,602 22,8909

Total......... 817,166 338,086

" ¥OX RIVER COUNTIES.
McHenry ceeeeans 125,010 159,204
Kane...o.ocvnes 83,088 102,266
Kendall......... 19,257 70,8856

D ———

Total ......... 288,006 332,345

KASKASKIA RIVER COUNTIES.
Washington ..... 417,667 68,276
Clinton ., ve00uee 40,410 86,632
Fayette. , . 88,258 100,629
Shelby ......... 51,484 109,520
Coles..cvivanens 11,644 123,669

Total .. e.ue... 265,228 468,526

‘OHIO RIVER OOUNTIES.

Pulaski.......... 7,382 22,809
Masoac .oevevanen 10,671 81,691
16,629 36,898
10,681 84,288
Gallatin......... 19,956 52,626

Total ...euunee 64,019 171,707

WABASH OOUNTIES.

White ..cooovvan. 48,648 88,996
Wabash ...aiene 24,669 89,648
Lawrence...eee. 84,684 56,968
Crawford ........ 84,697 65,041
Clark, .eeovenesee 85,899 67,120

—

Total s.00..o.. 178,149 817,778

LITTLE WABASH,

Edwards...ooeen 20,216 87,212
Coles .convvncenn 1,644 123,669
Effingham....... 14457 43254

Total......... 112,217 204,140

A'bou.t six-sevenths, or 30,451,715 acres of land in the State are out of
cultivation, and 23,421,848 are “wild” lands, not included in farms.
The number of farms in 1850 was 76,208, making an average of 66

acres of cultivated land in each farm,

Their cash value was $96,133,290,

"and the cash value of farming implements and machinery was $6,405,561.
If the whole State was reduced to cultivation under the present imperfect
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system, the cash value of farms would be a little short of $678,000,000,
and the value of farming implements and machinery would be $44,808,927.
Tt is fair to presume, however, that these figures will be greatly increased
when the entire State is actually under culttvation. The bringing together
of so large a population, their separation into different pursuits, the im-
proved means of cultivation, and the increased demand for the products
of the soil, will place the price of land, the value of agricultural imple-
ments, &c., and the productive wealth of the State, far beyond the results
of our calculations upon the actual figures of 1850; so that 673,000,000
can be regarded only as a distant approximation towards the value of the
real estate in Illinois when her population shall be, instead of 851,470,
between 5,950,000 and 6,000,000, or seven times the present value of the
real estate, is but the merest approximation to what it will be when the
present population is sevenfold greater.

These calculations do not pretend to verge towards even speculative ac-
curacy. No account has been taken of the land occupied by roads, streets,
parks, rivers, lakes, creeks, &c., or by churches, cemeteries, public edi-
fices, &c. ; nor of the extraordinary increase that occurs in short periods
in prosperous cities and towns—such an increase as occurred, for instance,
in the city of Chicago from 1839 to 1853. In 1839, property in Chicago
valued at $1,829,420, was valued in 1853 at $22,929,637, an aggregate
increase of nearly 1,400 per cent.

It is a matter of regret that fuller and more accurate information can-
not be obtained as to the geological formation and character of the State.
At present there is no source from whence it may be derived. We will
proceed, then, to examine rapidly, with the imperfect information at our
command, the natural resources of the State, and will commence with her
mineral wealth.

Marble, lime, and sandstone are found, one or the other in every county;
secondary limestone forms the basis of the rocks in the wholé northern
portion of the State. At Athens, in Dupage county, fine (}uarries of milk-
white limestone, closely resembling marble, and capable of a high polish,
have been found, and from which many of the most beautiful edifices in
Chicago have been constructed within the last two years. This stone will
ultimately constitute the chief material, where it can be procured with
tolerable convenience, for all of our fine public and private edifices, partic-
ularly in our cities, and will render them remarkabﬁ)e for the permanence,
elegance, and beauty of their structures. Near the city of Chicago a
singular stone has been discovered of a dark-grey color, a species of mar-
ble, with a granulated fracture, from which there is a constant exudation
of bituminous. matter, which does not, however, injure its value for archi-
tectural purposes. The Second Presbyterian Church on Wabash Avenue,
in Chicago, is built of it; and is greatly admired for its antique and ven-
erable appearance.

If lime should ever become an important element in our husbandry or
valuable for export, vast quantities may be procured in a large proportion
of the counties. Recently, kilns have been built, and large supplies have
been furnished Chicago from the west bank of the Des Plaines. Sandstone
*suitable for building purposes exists in large quantities in the southern
counties, When excavated and exposed to the air, it hardens, and is pre-
ferred to the limestone for many building purposes. .

There are quarries of fine marble in Randolph, quartz crystals in Gal-

’
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latin and the adjacent counties, and plaster of Paris (gypsum) in St. Clair.
But generally much more importance is attached to metallic minerals than
to any others; and in this department, though Illinois has no mines of
gold or silver, she possesses others of far greater value. There are two

illy regions in the State—one in the northwestern portion of the State,
east of Galena; the other in southern Illinois, in the counties of Union,
Johnson, Pope, Hardin, Gallatin, and Williamson, which scems to be an
extension of the hilly region embraced upon and between the Cumberland
and Tennessee rivers. These two regions constitute the metallic mineral
regions par excellence.

In Hardin county lead mines have been worked for some years, but not
so profitably as in other sections of the State, owing to the great hardness
of the ore, which is due to the presence of silver and zinc. Lead is en-
countered in vast quanties in the northwestern part of the State. From
the year 1822, when the mines were first worked scientifically, to 1835,
the yield had been 70,420,357 pounds. As much as 13,000,000 pounds
had been smelted in a single year. In 1854, 3,145,613 lbs. were received
from the Galena region in the city of Chicago. Much of this ore yields
75 per cent of the metal. ' ’

Iron is one of the greatest productions of the State, and its value can-
not be over-estimated. It enters, Colton well says, “into every man’s
wants and into his constant use, and no man can do without it in a variety
of forms. It constitutes the most prominent necessity of war, of peace,
of agriculture, of manufactures, of Commerce, and, it may be said, of every
pursuit of life. It enters even into the finest embellishments of the arts.
Time, that most momentous of all movements, carrying with it the
destinies of all nations, cannot be accurately measured in its progress with-
out it.”

In 1850 the capital invested in the manufacture of pig-iron was $65,000,
and 5,500 tons of the ore were consumed. In the anufacture of cast-
iron $260,400 were invested, and 4,818 tons of pig-iron and 50 tons
of old metal were consumed. The total capital invested in the manufac-
ture of iron was $325,400; the value of raw material, coal, &c., consumed
was $187,830; the annual cost of labor, $153,264; and the value of the
products, §511,385.

In the northern counties, particularly at the mouth of Plumb Creek and
and some smaller streams, large quantities of copper have been discovered.
Small quantities have also been found in the southwestern counties, in the
bluffs of the Mississippi, and on the Big Muddy River. ‘

Zinc has been found in considerable quantities in several localities; and
small quantities of silver in the county of St. Clair.

Fluate of lime has been discovered near Shawneetown, and buhr-stone
near the junction of the rivers Mississippi and Illinois.

There are a number of salt springs in southern Illinois. The Ohio
saline near Shawneetown was once extensively worked. A bushel of salt
was obtained from between 250 and 300 gallons of the brine. The springs
have been neglected in latter years; but we are not advised as to the
facts which caused their general abandonment, except that we know it
was from no failure in the water or its properties. Twenty years ago, the
Ohio saline produced 200,000 bushels of salt, the minimum price of which
as established by law was 81 25 per bushel. Probably the sale of the
springs by the State, the repeal of the tariff of minimum price, and the
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active competition from the salt works of the State of Ohio and the
Great Kanawha salines in Virginia, have prevented these from assum-
ing-the attitude of importance which it was thought they would. On the
western base of the highlands known as the Oshawaro Mountains, lying
near the Little Wabash, and extending around the alluvions of Shawnee-
town, there are extensive saline deposits.  *

There are numerous mineral springs in the State, which are resorted to
for their medicinal properties. The more noticeable of these are the
springs between Ottawa and Peru and those in Jefferson county. Their
principal ingredients are sulphur, iron, and sulphate of magnesia. There
are also fine chalybeate springs in Johnson county. ‘

In combustible minerals the State is very rich. Anthracite coal is
known to exist in one of the southern counties, and bituminous in vast

uantities in every part of the State. Many of the coal mines along the

linois River have been worked for the past few years, and some for a
much longer time. At Sheffield, in Bureau, large quantities are mined,
and it is said to be of an excellent quality. Since 1850 this interest has
been greatly developed. Several companies have been formed, and are
supplying the St. Louis market from St. Clair county. One or two other
companies with a heavy capital, and employing large numbers of hands,
are mining coal extensively on the Saline River, in Gallatin county, for
the New Orleans market and to supply steamers on the Ohio and Mis-
sissippi rivers. This"stratum of coal is said to be from five to eight feet
in thickness, and it extends from the low grounds on the Wabash River
across to the Mississippi, and indefinitely northward. It is supposed to be
a part of the same stratum that crops out on the Illinois River, and in the
neighborhood of Danville,in Vermillion county, on the*Chicago branch of
the Illinois Central Railroad, and in some of the other interior, counties.

Though this interest has not assumed any great magnitude and import-
ance, there are 1,055 colliers and miners in the State; it is destined to
become one of the most fruitful sources of our wealth. In the year 1858,
83,046 tons, or 72,705,000 lbs. of coal were received from the States of
Pennsylvania and Ohio by the Lake, at the port of Chicago, and 2,077
tons; or 4,569,956 lbs. from the interior of the State by canal and rail-
roads. The consumption of this article is, however, very small now com-
pared with what it must become when the number of manufacturing
establishments shall be multiplied, and when a State with so scanty and
8o unequally distributed a supply of timber shall be teeming with a dense
population. The consumption in our houses, manufactories, smelting-
rooms, and laboratories, and on our railroads and steamboats, will be
enormous; and the attention of an enlightened public cannot be too soon
turned towards its further development. The increasing necessity of the
State, as well as the fluctuations in the price of coal and the uncertainties
of our Eastern market, demand that it should be done without delay.
‘Without this powerful agent, there is little prospect of a nation’s rising to
consequence in modern times; without it, she cannot rank among the

owerful nations of the earth; she is almost at the mercy of her more
ortunate neighbors. It has everywhere, when accessible, superseded wood
and charcoal. It blazes upon the hearths of our smiths; drives the wheels
of our manufactories; lights up our cities by night; and sends us forward
on our journeys by land and sea. It fashions all the implements of peace-
ful industry ; and forges all the thunderbolts of war.
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In the vegetable kingdom, the productions of the State are rich and
varied, and generally resembling those of States in similar latitudes. The
following list comprehends the forest trees and undergrowth most usually
seen :—

Cotton wood. . Black walnut. Houey locust.
Sycamore. « Butter nut. Swamp locust.
American elm. Pecan nut. Papaw.
Slippery elm. Shag bark. Hornbeam,
Red maple. Pig out. Iron wood.
Sugar maple. Chbesnut. Beech.
Black maple. Black birch. Coffee tree,
Soft maple. Yellow birch. White pine.
Striped maple. ‘White ash. Cypresa.
Black oak. Blue ash. Undergrowth sumac.
Swamp oak. Bass-wood. Dog wood.
White oak. Hoop ash, Spice bush.

. Pin oak. Sassafras. London greenbrier.
Black sack. Persimmon. Red l:mds.re
Overcup white oak. Wild cherry. Hazel, &c., &c.

The supply of timber in the State is limited, but it is thought that it
would answer every purﬁose by economical use, if it were conveniently
dispersed, for every part, but it is not, and the want of it has been a great
annoyance and expense to the farmer. Wire for the purposes of fencing
has been introduced with tolerable success, but farmers are generally having
recourse to the Osage orange. This plant makes‘a thick, impenetrable,
and beautiful hedge—hundreds of miles of it are now growing along our
railroads and around the larger and better cultivated of ourlanded estates.
In the northern portion of the State large supplies of plank for fencing,
&c., are procured from Chicago. It is thought, since the conclusion of the
reciprocity treaty with the Canadas, that lumber from the upper Canadian
forest will be sold at Chicago much below the prices heretofore prevailing.
There are many varieties of the grape indigenous to the soil, and the ex-

eriments in Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky, as well as some few in this
tate, show that the best varieties of the foreign grape may be domesti-
cated. In 1850, 2,977 gallons of wine were manufactured.

We come now to consider the agricultural interest of the State, which
is the basis of all others, and justly held in high esteem among us.

Corn (maize) and oats are the principal productions, the soil being par-
ticularly adapted to them. In 1830, the corn crop was 57,646,984 bush-
els, and the oat crop 10,087,241 bushels. The limits of this article will
not admit of our entering into a view of the varied productions of the
soil, with the adaptation of the State, or its different parts, to each. We
must content ourselves with a simple statement of the amount of each lead-
ing article produced in a single year, with their value, from which a com-

rehensive idea will be formed of the agricultural resources and productive
wealth of the State.*

* In 1840, there was raised of—

Wheat . ceersesesessesetaciannn 3,335,393 bushels.

RyO..cvsen.. ceee 88,197 ¢

Barley .... 82,251 “

Buckwheat 57,884 «

Oats....... “ .

Corn.. 22,634,211 “

Tobacco 514,326 pounds, 49.09 per cent increase to 1850,

wy.l. o eee 164,932 tons, 264.96 per cent increase to 1850.
ool.....

650,000 pounds.
Value of home manufactures. $993,567
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In the year 1850, there was raised of—

Est. value. ’ Est. value,

Wheat. ...bush. 9,414,576 $9,414,675 | Maple sugar ... 248,904 $24,890
Rye..ovvrenen 83,364 41,682 | Molasses . .galls, 8,364 4,000
Barley........ . 110,795 55,397 | Bees-waxd& hon'y 869,444 484,722
Buckwheat .... 184,504 92,252 | Hops...oovvvse 8,651 1,116
Clover-seed.. ... 8,427 17,135 | Hay coevvnene 601,952 24,890
Oth. grass-seeds . 14,280 28,760 | Corn.......... 57,646,964 28 820,492
Flax-seed..... . 10,787 16,000 | Oats.......... 10,087,241 . 2,621,810
Potatoes ...... 841,394 420,697 | Orch’d products. ......... 446,049
Peas and beans. 82,814 41,407 | Garden Products,
Sweet potatoes. 157,483 78,916 | exclusive of po-
Tobacco.....lbs. 2,514,861 160,891 [ tatoes.eveeeee ceeeesen. 127,494
Wool.......... 2,150,183 645,038 | Home manufac-
Batter ........ 12,626,648 1,252,654 | tures...cceeee eseecennn 1,155,902
Cheese......... 1,278,225 883,467 Wine....vuvee. 2,997 2,997

Total.e.vveenenens teeassanesestessensnsoanarsansans eeee $46,924716

There were sixteen woolen manufactories in 1850, employing 174 work-
men—using 396,264 pounds of wool, at a value of $115,364, and yielding
products of the value of $206,572. Their numbers, and the amount of
capital employed in them, has been greatly increased within the past four
years. Cotton has been successfully raised in small quantities in the south-
ern portion of the State. Hemp is indigenous, and will become, from the
facility with which it is raised, a valuable crop. Clover, blue-grass, timo-
thy, and many other grasses, grow luxuriantly in every part of the State.
.Among the most common fruits ma{ be mentioned the plumb, crab-apple,
wild cherry, persimmon, black-mulberry, cranberry, huckleberry, goose-
berry, currant, strawberry, and blackberry. The hickory-nut, butter-nut,
black walnut, pecan, and papaw ; the apple, peach, pear, and quince; the
turnip, beet, rutabaga, cabbage, cauliflower, tomato, and all the fruits and
vegetables found in similar latitudes, are seen in our gardens. The castor-
bean is cultivated to a considerable extent, and the oil used frequently as
a lubricator of machinery, and for lamps.

The relative position of Illinois to the other States of the Union is high,
as will appear from'the following facts :—

She is the tenth State in the number of acres of improved land, and
the seventh State in the value of her improved farms. The States having
a larger quantity of land in cultivation are—

Acres in Acresin
cultivation, cultivation.
New York cocvvevenenne 12,408,968 | Tennessee ,ococceeeccenss 6,175,178
Pennsylvania...oo.oeeens 8,628,619 | Kentucky...eooevuaennns 11,868,270
Virgioia .. ... ereaee . 10,360,185 | Obio.. cevvus «. 9,851,498
North Carolina.....cueens 5,453,977 | Indiana. ..... 5,046,548
Georgia..oeeeenss rerees 6,378,479 !

Georgia, called in recent times the Empire State of the South, contains
1,660,800 acres more land than Illinois, and 54,631 more inhabitants, and
has been a member of the Confederacy since 1788, while Illinois was ad-
mitted thirty years thereafter, yet the cash value of farms in Illinois is
$3879,833 greater than the cash value of farms in Georgia, and the value
of farming implements in Illinois is $511,401 more than their value in
Georgia. Alabama, with a population approximating that of this State,
and an area of, 50,722 square miles, sinks still lower in the comparison.
The value of her farms is less than ours by 32,010,046 ! and her farming
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implements and machinery by $1,279,898. North Carolina, one of the
Original Thirteen States, with a population of 808,903 souls, and an area
of 50,000 square miles, and with nearly as much improved land as Illinois,
does not make a better figure. The value of our. farms exceeds that of hers
by $28,241,424! and our farming implements those of hers by %2,474,029.
Similar instances could be advanced by reference to the Southern States,
but it is unnecessary, to heap Pelion upon Ossa and Ossa upon Pelion.

In some of the staple products she ranks very high. For example, in
the article of Indian corn she is the third producing State. In 1850,
Ohio produced the largest crop, 59,078,693, next Kentucky, 58,675,591,
and third Illinois, 57,646,984,

She was the fifth wheat-growing State at that period, the four higher
being New York, producing 13,121,498, Pennsylvania, 15,367,691, Ohio,
14,487,351, and Virginia, 11,232,616—and the 13th State in the number
of her manufacturing establishments producing over $500. She had of
these 3,099, and the States having more, were—

Maine......... e ceesecreses 8,682 | Pennsylvania....veuepoesenss 22,086
New Hampshire..,......... . 38,301 | Maryland......cocvvun ennnnn 3,863
Massachusetts....... PR . 9,681 | Virginia...... 4,488
Connecticut....ooveuee.n.. 8,913 | Kentucky ....ooeeeeeieannnne 8,471

New York....oeovvveneeeees 28823 |0hi0ccccciececccnscncssasss 10,650
New Jersey..coovenennrasens 4,863 | Indiana.....o00e coveieeiess 4,826

‘We proceed now, by an easy and natural transition, to the animal king-
dom, and commence with the domestic animals. She is the eighth State
in the value of her live stock. The actual wealth of the State in this de-
partment consisted in 1850 of—

Horses............ teteane 267,653

Asses and mules........... 10,673 Increase from 1840 ........ 78,991
Working oxen...... cesinne 76,156 :

Milchcows ....ovennenn.. . 294,671 “ “ eesssses 286,761
Other cattle.....coc0v oo 541,209

Sheep. . ... eevenrenennes 894,043 “ “ ... 4983711
Swine............ FPTTIAN 1,915,907 “ “ evenens 420,663

Of the aggregate estimated value of $24,209,258. The first thing that
strikes us with these figures, is the inadequacy of the supply of horses for
the actual wants of the State—a want Increasing every day, and which
must be supplied either by raising or the more expensive mode of impor-
tations from abroad. There are but three-and-a-half horses to each farm,
and this leaves none for the drays, carts, wagons, and other vehicles used
in transporting produce to the railroads, to market, &c.; goods, merchan-
dise, &c., through the streets of our cities and towns; none for our public
works, or_for the saddle, or the equipage of the wealthier classes—a ne-
cessity which will appear greater w(ilen it is recollected that no allowance,
in giving three-and-a-half horses to each farm, is made for those that are
too young for working and those kept exclusively for breeding. This ne-
cessity has been so seriously felt that a resort has been had to oxen and
mules, and their inferiority is so great that it is fair to presume that it was
the necessity alone which brought them into such general use. Of milch
cows there is likewise a great deficiency—the number of cows and other
cattle together falling below the number of inhabitants. There is rather
more than one sheep for each of the inhabitants, and something over
double as many swine. In the present condition of our prairie pastures,
80,000,000 more of all kinds of domestic animals might be supported.
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- We have seen that the annual value of the agricultural produets of
the State, so far as enumerated in our table, was by a rough estimate
246,924,176, and the value of live-stock $24,209,258, or together they
were of the value of $71,133,974. This will give to each inhabitant an
interest in the annual products of the State equal to $84 ; now, if we add
to this the value of the animals slaughtered, the value of the farms, farm-
ing imﬂl:ments, &c., each inhabitant, if the property were equally divided,
would be entitled to $210, and if we add to this the value of 28,421,848
acres of land out of cultivation, and not included in farms, it increases the
amount of each inhabitant’s share to $292.

Without taking into our estimate the value of stock or farms, the an-
nual yield of the State is equal to $55 for each inhabitant. Leaving out
of view the subject of live-stock of every kind, the yield per acre of all
the land in cultivation for 1850 was something over nine dollars per acre.
To each inhabitant there was a yield of a fraction over eleven bushels of
wheat, and a fraction over sixty-seven bushels of corn. These two articles
constitute a large part of the support of the population. The rye is prin-
cipally used in the distilleries of spirits, and the barley in the manufacture
of beer, a favorite drink with the German population, who make a vast
consumption of it. The oat crop is, for the most part, fed away to the
horses, mules, and oxen. o

The average yield of butter from the milch cows was 42} pounds each,
and the average weight of the fleeces of the sheep was 21 pounds.

‘We proceed now hurriedly to give a list of the wild animals. In the
early days of the State there were many wild horses ranging through the
forest and over the prairies, They were stout, hardy, and swift, but under
size, and were much used by the Indians, from which they acquired the
name of Indian ponies. They were thought to be indigenous, but the
better opinion is that they were the descendants of the horses introduced
by the early French settlers. The buffalo was once an inhabitant of the
State, but has now entirely disappeared ; also the deer, and great numbers
of these still remain. They constituted a large part of the support of the

-early settlers. The brown bear is another native of the State, rapidly dis-
appearing before the advance of civilization. - :

The following constitute a majority of the wild animals still to be found
in the State. The grey wolf, the black wolf, and the prairie wolf; the
panther, wild cat, fox, raccoon, opossum, gopher, and squirrel ; also the
F;skrat, otter, and beaver are occasionally found about the rivers and
akes.

The birds are numerous and of a variety of kinds, but are principally
those known in the older States. )

Wild turkeys, geese, ducks, swans, cranes, prairie ¢hickens, quails, and
partridges are very numerous; 8o much so, that the farmer has rarely need
of a poultry yard. . ‘ :

The rivers and lakes abound in fine fish, the most common of which are
the bass, pickerel, pike, trout, perch, white fish, &e.

There are foew poisonous reptiles or troublesome insects; snakes are not
80 numerous as in mountainous States, or 8o poisonous as further south.
There are many different kinds of the lizard, but they are generally harm-
less. There are innumerable frogs in the sloughs and swamps, and some
are said to be of the genuine species held in such high esteem by the French
gourmand, because of its rich, rare, and reckerche flavor.

VOL. XXXIL—NO. L '



g6 Mercantile Biography :

The silk-w8rm is found in the State—the honey-bee in every county.
The most troublesome insect is the musketoe, which makes its ap nce
about the 1st of August and remains till the 15th of October. Eut it is
impossible in the limits of an article of this kind to enter further into
such details,

Such are our resources, which every day will continue to increase. As
our population becomes more and more dense, and the means of support
more difficult of procurement, the system of cultivation will be improved,
and with it the yield per acre. The sloughs and swamps will be dried up,
the alluvial bottoms will be drained, the forests will disappear, the rou,
places be made smooth, and every nook and corner of the State be brought
into cultivation. The bowels of the earth will give forth their rich treas-
ures, and the industry, ingenuity, and enterprise of our citizens will turn
them into a thousand forms, augmenting at each turn their own and the
wealth of the State.

Art. IV—-MERCANTILE BIOGRAPHY.
MARSHALL PINCKNEY WILDER, OF DORCHESTER, MASSACHUSETTS.

THE subject of this article was born on the twenty-second of September,
1798, in Rindge, Cheshire County, New Hampshire. 1lis father, SamuEL
Locke WILDER, a highly respectable merchant and farmer in that place,
was named for an uncle, Rev. Samuel Locke, D. D.,* President of Harvard
University, and was a native of Lancaster, Mass., a town that was originally
settled by his ancestors, who performed important military services in the
suppression of Shay’s rebellion, in the Indian and Revolutionary wars, and
who filled a variety of civil offices with honor to themselves and their
country. His grandfather was one of the seven delegates from Worcester
County, in the ﬂassachusetts Convention in 1787, who voted for the adop-
tion of the Constitution of the United States. Of these venerable men
the “ Worcester Magazine” says, “ Of all the ancient Lancaster families,
there is no one that has sustained so many important offices as that of the
‘Wilders.”t

His mother, Mrs. Anna Sherwin Wilder, was a lady of quick perception,
tender sensibility, and great moral worth, and therefore well qualified to be
“a help meet to her husband in the nurture of their son, the eldest of nine
children.”

Nor did his parents neglect his physical and intellectual training. Like
wise master builders, they looked well to the foundation, not cloisterin,
their firstborn in their own habitation, but sending him forth into the fres
air to prosecute the labors and sports of the ficld. Thus they sought for
him a firm constitution, a commanding figure, and the full development of
all his energies. In this way they inspired in him a love of nature and
cultivated a rural taste which has dist nguished him in the history of
American agriculture and horticulture.

After the advantages of home education and of the district school, his
ﬁnrents sent him, at twelve years of age, to New Ipswich Academy, in the

ope of awakening in him a desire for collegiate and professional studies.

* Book of the Lockes, pp. 31, 99, 196, 4 Ibid.,vol. fi., p. 45,
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In these branches his progress was laudable; but it was still evident to his
teachers and friends that his desire was for more active life; and his dom-
inant passion, for rural pursuits.

His parents were sufficiently versed in philosophy to understand the
importance of considering the native aptness of their child (not always
duly regarded) in education and in the selection of business. They wisely
studied his constitution, watched his inclination and taste, and learned his
individuality, that they might ultimately see him settled in the employment
for which he was best fitted, and in which his prospects of usefulness, suc
cess, and happiness, would be the most cheering. They sought to follow,
not to control nature. When he had nearly completed the studies pre-

aratory for college, they gave him his choice, either to fit for one of the
earned professions, to engage in mercantile business with his father, or to
labor on the farm. He at once relinquished all idea of the first. But for
each of the others he had a fondness; and after deliberating some time
between them he, true to his instinct, chose the latter, and went into the
field to practice the arts of cultivation.

But he had not long pursued them, when duty called him from the
farm to his father’s store, with the business of which he had long been
more less or conversant. Never was there a fairer opportunity for a father
to prefer his son, and at once advance him, as too many do, to a rank
superior to%hat of other boys and clerks in the same establishment.

ut the sound judgment of his father yielded not to the solicitations of
parental tenderness and partiality. It assigned him the place of the
youngest apprentice, with the promise of promotion with growth in years
and in the knowledge of trade, thus devolving on him the necessity of
acquiring a minute acquaintance with business. This was a severe trial to
his ambition, patience, and perseverance. But it had its reward; it taught
him to earn money, and therefore to spend it judiciously ; to be the arbiter
of his own fortune, to serve with fidelity, and, consequently, to rule with
candor and steadfastness, and to encounter the difficulties incident to a
large mercantile business, and hence to sympathize with others. .

This training we regard of incalculable importance. Many fail as mas-
ters, because as boys they were never thoroughly disciplined ; and there- .
fore are unskillful in the direction of others.

Here may be found the secret of his success as a merchant. This dis-
cipline burst the bubble which his boyish fancy had inflated, and com-
strained him to look steadily at the sober realities of life, and to rise b
personal exertion, step by step, to the elevation which he has attained.
If, at that period, his father had exalted him to a rank next to himself in
the store, we might have been called to mourn the suspension of his busi-
ness, the wreck of his fortune, and the prostration of his energy. But
this burden tanght him to grapple with difficulties, and contributed to-
wards the formation of a good character, which inspires confidence, makes
friends, and always insures either success or honorable failure.

Having served his apprenticeship with ability and fidelity, and attained
his majority, his father received him into the firm; and together they
transacted an extensive and lucrative business. On the last evening of the
year 1820, he was united in marriage to Miss Tryphosa Jewett of that
town, a'most estimable lady, by whom he had six children, and who died
August 31, 1831. On the morning of August 29, 1833, he was married
to Miss Abby Baker, of Franklin, Mass,, a lady of superior natural endow-

s :
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ments, of good education, and of great moral worth, by whom he also had
six children, and who died of consumption in Aiken, 8. C., April 4, 1854.
Both of his wedded companions rest from their labors, and their works do
follow them. Four of his children are not, for God hath taken them.
But in these afflictions he has been sustained and comforted. His uniform
health is attributable, in no small degree, to the strength and firmness of
his constitution, to his habit of early rising, and to his daily exercise in the
open air; perhaps, also, to a pleasing variety in his pursuits, and to the
regularity of his life.

While he was a partner in business with his father, he filled the office
of post-master in the town of his birth, and took a lively interest in all its
organizations and public transactions, At the church, he was the leader
of the choir; and on days of military parade, he appeared as captain of
its company of light infantry. He began his military career at the early

of eighteen years, in connection with the staff of the twelfth regiment
of militia of that State. Three years later, he was promoted to the rank
of adjutant in the same body. After one year, he took the command of
the new volunteer company above named ; two years later he was elected
hieutenant-colonel ; and the next year, at the age of twenty-five, he took
the command of the regiment; but soon resigned the station on account
of his removal from Rindge to Boston. At that time, he was in the line
of rapid promotion to the highest military post in the gift of his native
‘Btate. For more than a quarter of a century, he has been an esteemed
_ member of the ancient and honorable artillery company in this city, a
corps composed of commissioned officers either 1n actual service or whose
term has expired. -

As a merchant in Boston, he commenced the wholesale West India
ﬁ)ods business in 1825, in the firm of Wilder & Payson, Union Street.
‘His partner was a son of the Rev. Seth Payson, D. D., pastor of the
church in his native town. He brought with him a small capital, but an
extensive and enviable reputation for activity, fidelity, and all those quali-
ties which insure success, and at length took his stand among the mer-
hant princes of Boston. His partner and place of business were soon
ehanged ; and the firm took the name of Wilder & Smith, North Market
Street, then new and unpaved, but now one of the most thriving parts of
the commercial metropolis of New England. But his desire for an exten-
sion of his mercantile operations, induced him, in 1880, to remove to
Central Wharf, where be continued the wholesale and importing trade on
an enlarged scale, and soon transacted a good and lucrative business.
‘Having secured, in & good degree, the confidence and respect of his fellow
eitizens, they began to seek the energy of his action and the wisdom of his
.counsels .in their monetary institutions, as a director or other officer in
their banks and insurance companies. He has been director in the Ham-
ilton Bank and National Insurance Company, for more than twenty years,
and also in the New England Life Insurance Co., and in a few kindred insti-
tutions. " He has declined many similar situations tendered him, for it has
been a maxim with him never to receive a trust to which he could not
give the attention requisite to a faithful discharge of its duties. He allow-
&d none of these offices to conflict with his business, for it was another of
his maxims that one employment steadily pursued through life, will yield
& better income than many imperfectly followed and frequently changed.
~ When, therefore, we speak of variety in his labors, let us not be under-
stood to imply that his capital and energy have tver been so divided be-
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tween different pursuits as to preclude one commanding object. When
we denominate him a military officer, a bank director, a politician, a hor-
ticulturist, and an agriculturist, we designate not his profession, but his
pastime—his diversion, that to which he turned for relaxation from the
peverity of labor in his appropriate vocation. He is a merchant by educa-
tion and profession, well bred to trade and thoroughly versed in it. This
has been his chief business in Boston for thirty years. To this he has
made all other pursuits auxiliary and subordinate ; and his success thereia
has contributed largely to his usefulness in other departments in which he
has sought recreation, health, and comfort, and which have elevated him
to a position that commands and receives general respect both at home
and abroad.

‘When the storm arose in the commercial world in 1887—a season in
which the fortunes of many were wrecked, and the hearts of a still greater
number failed them for fear, it found his ship with sails furled and yards,
braced, ready to encounter the fury of the blast. He was prepared for
the storm; and when it came, he could take hold of the rudder with
a firm hand and guide her with undaunted courage and in safety. At
that crisis, when many contracted their business, he could safely ex-

d his. He formed a new mereantile connection, and became a partner
in the commission house of Parker, Blanchard & Wilder, Water-street,
subsequently called the firm of Parker, Wilder & Parker; and at present,
Parker, Wilder & Co., Pearl-street; a firm which ranks among the most
respectable and extensive commission houses in the department of domes-
tic manufactures. It either owns or transacts the business of a large num-
ber of cotton and woolen mills in Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and
other New England States. In this extensive mercantile house, Mr. Wil-
der is one the senior partners, acquainted with all the branches of the
business, and ready to co-operate with the members of the firm, but of late
years specially devoted to 1ts financial department.

If you would see him at his private desk, wend your way up the stair-
case, a8 the sun approaches its meridian, enter the large ware-rooms ; pass
the salesmen, and enter the counting-room, where are half a score of clerks
and accountants—all busily employed under the direction of the junior
members of the firm. If you inquire after Mr. Wilder, you will be con«
ducted through his senior partner's room—one of the elders among the
merchant princes of Boston—a son of New Hampshire, and a brother of
Hon. Joel Parker, Royal Professor of Law in Cambridge. In the rear of
this room a door opens into an apartment, at one corner of which, by the
window, sits the subject of our narrative. Observe the books and pamphlets
in his favorite departments of thought and action on your left, and the files
_of papers on your right. Look at his desk—what a quantity of letters to
be read, their contents noted, and answers rendered ! Read his memorandum
of business to be transacted for the day—enough, you imagine, to employ
half a dozen men. He is intensely occupied; but he catches.the first
sound of your voice, and rises to greet you in as cordial a manner as if
you were his familiar friend, and he had been long expecting you. After
mutual salutations, and when you are seated, you feel as much at home as
if you were in your own dwelling. If he is too intent on business to de-
vote to you the time and attention which you desire, he frankly avows the
fact, and asks you to postpone the subject of your interview to a specified
hour. At the time appointed you find that his business has been disposed
of; his letters answered ; and that he is in readiness to resume your sub-
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ject, and to devote to it requisite time and attention. It relates, we will
suppose, to a branch of horticulture. His habit of conversation you find
free and unreserved. Ie communicates with ease and aftability the results
of his reading, observation, and ripe experience. In your interviews you
may be occasionally interrupted by persons ealling upon him for a mo-
ment, on a great variety of subjects.

If your inquiry respects plants under cultivation in his conservatories,
he perhaps invites you to ride out with him and see them. You pass
through Roxbury to his place, which is the first house in Dorchester, on
the road to Milton and Quincy. It is called Hawthorn Grove, and is one
of the most delightful suburban residences in the vicinity of Boston.

Here he conducts you to the plants which you are curious to examine,
and speaks to you of their history and habits. He guides you through
his conservatories, deservedly ranked among the best furmshed in the
country ; and with the plants therein he appears as familiar as Cyrus was
with the soldiers in his vast army, calling them by name, and giving at
pleasure their locality and family connections. We will suppose that you

on through these comservatories into his garden, tastetully laid out
and adorned, and thence into his nurseries, which cover about ten acres in
the highest state of cultivation, and which contain many thousands of
young fruit trees, particularly the pear. For the last species of fruit his
grounds are as distinguished as his green-houses are for the best varieties
and the most extensive collection of camilias. Of the pear, he has ex-
hibited, at one time, three hundred and seventy-five varieties.

‘When you have accomplished the object of your mission and taken

our departure, reflection suggests the inquiry how a gentleman engaged
in a mercantile business 8o extensive, can have acquired a fund of informa-
tion so varied and egtensive, a knowledge so profound of the sciences of
horticulture, agriculture, and kindred arts. A word of caution is needfu,
before we answer this question. It may not be wise nor safe for every
merchant to prosecute so many and such varied subordinate pursuits. Sin-
gleness of purpose and concentration of energy are the general rules of
success. All have not the same versatility of genius, the same adherence
to system, the same inclination, taste, and indomitable perseverance. Each
must study himself, and thus ascertain what he can attempt with safety,
and with a reasonable prospect of frosperity and happiness. So much
variety in the objects of pursuit, while it would probagly distract or per-
plex most persons, would utterly disqualify some for business, and insure
their loss of health, fortune, and life.

A more familliar acquaintance with Mr. Wilder’s natural endowments
and private habits, discloses the manner in which he has been enabled to
make so extensive attainments, and to pursue objects so various, Blessed.
by nature with quick perceptive faculties, and unusual versatility of mind,
he acquires with ease and rapidity, and readily applies his acquisitions to
his numerous and varied employments. Besides, he is a rigid economist
of time, a close adherent to system. Every hour has its appropriate busi-
ness, which is attended to in its appointed season. In the evening, and at
early dawn, he is in his well-selected and valuable library, either investi-
gating subjects which the labors and scenes of the past day have suggest-
ed, or planning the business of the approaching day. -

‘When his gardeners, nurserymen, and others employed on his place pre-
sent themselves at however early an hour in the morning, his rule is to
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meet them, and assign to each company its appropmate business, ander its
respective foreman, who receives the requisite instruction and orders. Away
the'); go to their work, and he returns to breakfast with his family, and
with them to acknowledge the Giver of all their mercies.

Next he goes forth to see that each man is at his post, performing his
duty in the best manner, to drop a word of encouragement to the industri-
ous and faithful, and by his own example to encourage and instruct them,
now training a vine or giving a finishing touch to a bouquet, then wielding
the spade or the pruning knife, hybridizing a camilia, planting a tree, in-
serting a bud, sketching a flower, or gathering the first fruit of a new va-
riety of pear for subsequent study, delineation, and description. At ten
o'clock, or thereabouts, he doffs his garden robes, and is attired—in his
carriage—and on his way to Boston, where the rest of the day is devoted
to his mercantile business, This system he has steadily pursued for a long
course of years; and in his strict adherence to it lies the secret of his suc-
cess, and of his elevation to the distinguished position which he holds as
a merchant, a horticulturist, and an agriculturist.

Hitherto we have spoken of him principally in the first of these capaci-
ties. But we must also notice his progress in the others, related to the
former in his multifarious business, as the planets to the central orb around
which they revolve.

‘When Mr. Wilder moved from Boston to his present residence, he was

~associated with gentlemen of taste in the Massachusetts Horticultural So-
ciety, with such men as Dearborn, Phinney, Fessenden, Lowell, Manning,
Story, Everett, and Webster, and with others of fair fame who still live.
The object of- this organization was the promotion of horticulture ; and as
a means to that end, it contemplated the publication of its transactions, a
library, exhibitions - of fruits and flowers, an experimental garden, and a
rural cemetery. The two latter of these it sought to realize by the pur-
chase of Mount Auburn. But many of the proprietors in this Pere la
Chaise of America felt little interest in the legitimate object of the asso-
ciation. At length it was deemed expedient to give exclusive control of
the Cemetery, w%ile the original organization should confine its efforts to
horticulture. ‘ .

But a large sum had been invested in this purchase, and a considerable
annual income was accruing from the sale of lots. On the motion of Mr.
Wilder, the terms for the separation of the cemetery interest from the Hor-
ticultural Society were referred to a joint committee, and after much de-
liberation were agreed upon. By these, the Horticultural Association re-
ceived one-fourth part of the income of the Mount Auburn Cemetery from
the sale of lots, an arrangement that has proved in the highest degree
beneficial to both bodies, and for which the Horticultural Society are much
indebted to Mr. Wilder and his associate, Hon. Elijah Vose.

In 1840, he was elected President of the Massachusetts Horticultural
Society, an office which he filled with honor to himself and to that asso-
ciation for eight years. During his administration, it greatly increased in
the number of its members, in its resources, usefulness, and respectability.
It erected its beautiful hall in School-street, at the laying of the corner-
stone and the dedication of which he delivered appropriate speeches.* It
held.two triennial festivals in Fanueil Hall, occasions which congregated

® Bee its transactions for 1845,
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the elite of . city and country, and which will long be remembered for
their luxurious entertainments, and for their soul-stirring speeches from
Webster, Everett, and other chief masters of eloquence. When bLe re-
tired from the office, the society accompanied its resolutions of thanks
with a silver service, as a substantial testimonial of its gratitude for his val-
uable labors.

Both before and since that period, he has contributed largely for the
advancement of pomology by the annual importation of fruit trees from
the chief European cultivators, by the encouragement of nurserymen, by
the cultivation of trees and plants in variety in his own grounds, by his
extensive correspondence with fruit growers, and by his addresses and
communications devoted to this interest. Ilence, upon the organization
of the American Pomological Society, a national institution, embracing
the various States and Territories of our Union, he was elected President
of that body, an office to which he has been elected for the third time.

At its session in Philadelphia, September, 1852, he delivered, by ap-
pointment, a most eloquent eulogy on the life, labors, and death of his in-
timate friend, Andrew Jackson Downing, the great rural architect and
landscape gardener of America, who perished in the conflagration of the
steamer ng:ry Clay, on the twenty-eighth of the preceding July, a gen-
tleman who was an honor to his country, and was honored by her; and
was distinguished on both sides of the Atlantic for his numerous publica-
tions and valuable services. ,

The closing paragraph of that production we will quote as an illustra-
tion of the force of Mr. Wilder's diction, the beauty of his style, and the
range of his thoughts :—

Downing is dead! Yet how little of such men can perish! The clayey tene-
ment may indeed fall and crumble; but to him who dwelt in it, a place is as-
sitgned in the firmament of American genius, far above the storms and convulsions
of earth, in that clear upper sky, where he shall shine forever to illumine the
path of intelligence, enterprise, and virtue, and henceforth to enkindle in the hu-
man mind a love of order, taste, and beauty. We rank him with those who start
improvements which advance ages after they are dead, and who are justly en-
titled to the consideration and gratitude of mankind. Washington and his illus-
trious associates are dead; but the liberty which they achieved still lives and
marches in triumph and glory through the earth. Fravklin is dead; but the
spark which his miraculous wand drew from heaven speaks with tongues of fire
and electrifies the globe. .Fulton is dead; but he awoke the spirit of invention
which turns the machinery of man—aye, he awoke also the genius of navi-

tion—

& “ And heaven inspired
To love of useful glory, roused mankind,
And in unbounded commerce mixed the world.”

Downing also is dead ; but the principles of artistic’ propriety and ornament, of
rural economy and domestic comfort, which he revealed, await a more full and
perfect development: and as they advance toward their glorious consumma-
tion, grateful mitlions will honor and cherish his name. His memory shall live
forever.”*

At the recent meeting of the Pomological Association in Boston, Mr.
Wilder was re-elected its president, and delivered an able address on the
arts of cultivation, and other topics, embodying the results of his long and

L valuable experience.

® Proceedings at Amerioan Pomological Congress, 1852,
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In conclusion, he exhorted the members to diligence and perseverance,
and said: “ Gentlemen, go on. Prosecute the work you have so honor-
ably commenced. Sow the seeds of your best fruits, raise new varieties,
ply the arts of judicious cultivation, study the laws of nature, and extend
your researches and labors, till our beloved land shall be adorned with or-
chards, vineyards, and gardens, and man shall realize the poet’s idea of
Paradise Regained.”*

. During the sessions, which lasted three days, Mr. Wilder gave a mag-
nificent Pomological Levee, at which about two hundred gentlemen were
present, including his Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth, and
other distinguished guests. The editors of the Horticulturist, in their
description of the occasion, say: “The table was the richest and most
tasteful we have ever seen;” and this was the expression of many who
have attended the most brilliant affairs of this kind ever given in Boston.
The occasion was free from formalities. Sentiments were given by the
host and responded to in brief speeches. At the close of the session, Hon.
Mr. Benson, M. C,, from Maine, proposed the following resolution :—

Resolved, That the thanks of the society are most cordially presented to the

President, Hon. Marshall P. Wilder, for the prompt, able, ard impartial manner
in which he has presided over its deliberations; and we hereby assure him that
the members will long cherish a lively recollection of the pleasure enjoyed at his
bountiful and brilliant festive entertainment with which he complimented the
society.
. M. Lines, of Connecticut, said he was unwilling that this resolution
should pass with a silent vote. It was due to the gentleman who has pre-
sided over the discussions of the society with so much dignity and abi{)ity.
He considered that the position in pomology which the president had
reached conferred more honor upon him than the Presidency of the Uni-
ted States could do. A gentléman who confers such immense benefits
upon the whole country—he might say the world—as Hon. Mr. Wilder
does, is entitled to distinguished honors. He hoped this resolution would
be passed by a standing vote. Several other gentlemen offered remarks
in the highest degree complimentary.

The resolution was unanimously adopted, every delegate rising in his
seat. ‘ '

Mr. Wilder's knowledge of horticulture well qualified him to take a
leading part in enterprises for the advancement of agriculture. Before
- the year 1849, when he vigorously undertook the work, something had
been done for the progress of this art in Massachusetts. There was a
State organization, with kindred associations, in several of the principal
counties, which had labored with commendable zeal. These, united with
the exertions of Pickering, Coleman, Lowell, and other distinguished cul-
tivators, had prepared the way for more rapid progress. A general con-
viction prevailed that such an effort was demanded, since emigration had
annually conveyed hundreds of the sons of the old Bay State from the
farms of their fathers to the rich fields and prairies of the West, and her
agriculture had not advanced proportionably with her manufactures and
Commerce.

He saw and deplored the evil, and resolved to do what he could to cor-
rect it. . He united with others in calling a convention in the shire town

* Transactions for 1854,
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of his own county to deliberate on the subject—a convention which
formed the Norfolk County Agricultural Society, over which he has pre-
sided from its organization, and which ranks among the best associations
of the kind in the country. He delivered its first annual address, on the
subject of agricultural education, in which he was nobly sustained by such
men as Dearborn, Briggs, Winthrop, Quincy, Everett, Webster, and others,
who together constituted a Ealaxy of genius seldom witnessed. Many
thousands were present, and the county was carried in favor of the cause
by acclamation. The mecting was faithfully and fully reported ; the trans-
actions published, extensively circulated, and attentively read. A general -
interest was awakened, and public sentiment changed. It encoliraged ex-
isting agricultural societies, and led to the formation of others in counties
where none had previously existed.

Its salutary influence was not confined to Massachusetts. In some
respects this may be considered an era in the history of American agricul-
ture, for Mr. Wilder has constantly kept the public mind awake to the
subject, by prosecuting it still further in addresses, delivered the next year
before the agricultural societies in the ¢ounties of Hampshire and Berk-
shire, and in the State of New Hampshire. On the latter of these occa-
sions, in the presence of Daniel Webster, and other illustrious sons of New
Hampshire, who followed him with speeches, Mr. Wilder closed with this
patriotic apostrophe :—

My country! let the eagle of thy liberty, which so lately stood upon the cleft
of thine Atlantic coast, but which stands to-day upon the sunny hight of thy
rocky mounts, stretch her broad wings from shore to shore, and continue to
shelter the happy millions of thy sons! And from those wings, year by year,
may her young eaglets fly to other lands, till the reign of universal freedom shall
introduee a universal jubilee! My country, my country! glorious prospects are

before thee! Union, wealth, and power; intelligence, virtue, and immortal
renown !

The cause of agricultural education he presented to the Agricultural
Committee of the Legislature during the succeeding winter, and at his
instance a bill was reported and finally passed, authorizing the Executive
to appoint a board of five commissioners, under State patronage, who were
to examine the subject and report thereon to the next Legislature. At
that time he was President of the Senate, and subsequently was appointed
chairman of that commission, whose report, drawn up by himself and
Dr. Hitchcock, of Ambherst, is a document of great and permanent value. -

In 1851 Mr. Wilder, with others, called a convention of delegates from
local agricultural associations in the State to meet them in the State
House, in Boston, and of that body he was chosen president. This, with
"the preceding action, led to the creation of a permanent Board of Agricul-
ture by the Legislature, sustaining a similar relation to this industrial art
as the Board of Education does to the system of common instruction—
having its own laws and secretary, and constituting a co-ordinate branch
of State government. Of this Board, Mr. Wilder has been a member
from the beginning, and has taken a prominent part in all its deliberations
and actions, It has a department in the capitol, with a secretary who
superintends the farm connected with the State Reform School in West-
borough, exerts a salutary and powerful influence upon the agriculture of
the Commonwealth, and promises to do still more for its advancement.

* At that time agricultural societies existed in most of the States of the
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American Union ; but it was generally believed that they needed a confed-
eration or a consolidation into one organization, co-extensive with the
land. After much correspondence and conference with prominent agricul-
turists in other States, he issued, with their concurrence, a circular for a
National Convention, which met in the city of Washington on the 24th of
June, 1852, and organized the United States Agricultural Society, of which
he was elected, and still continues the president. This meeting was at-
tended by numerous cultivators from all parts of the country, by the mem-
bers of Congress, by the heads of departments, and by the President of the
United States,

This body held its next session in the same city, February 2d, 1853,
when he delivered an address, which was published in its transactions and
journal, and in which he paid a just tribute to his illustrious friend, Hon.
Daniel Webster, who died on the 24th of the preceding October. It held
its' first exhibition in Springfield, Massachusetts, October 19th, 20th, and
21st, 18583—an exhibition which was confined to that noble animal, the
horse. It was an occasion which convened from 10,000 to 20,000 people,
and which the journals of that date pronounced one of the most imposing,
instructive, and exciting scenes ever witnessed in America.

“ A thousand horse and men to ride,
With flowing tail and flying mane,
A thousand horse, the wild, the free,
Like waves that follow o’er the sea.”

Several thousands of dollars were awarded in premiums. A full report
of the services, and of Mr. Wilder’s speech at the agricultural banquet,

' may be found in the journals of the society.

Its second exhibition, restricted to cattle, was held in Springfield, Ohio,
October 25th, 26th, and 27th, 1854, an occasion which congregated many
thousands from the North-western States, in addition to large delegations
from other parts of the country, and from the Canadas, an occasion which
brought together the finest display of cattle ever witnessed since the
beasts of the field were let out of the ark by Noah, or were named in
Eden by our common father. Over this vast assembly Mr, Wilder pre-
sided with an ease and appropriateness peculiar to himself. Excellent
speeches were delivered by Hon. Cassius M. Clay, of Kentucky, Hon. Mr.
Campbill, of Ohio, Gov. Wright, of Indiana, and other gentlemen of ce-
lebrity. .

Of Mr. Wilder's speech, the journals of that day and place remark :—

% He addressed the assembled hosts in dignified and eloquent style. He spoke,
as cheered in heart, at the spirit mnnifesteg in the great cause of agriculture by
the hardy yeomanry who had come up hither, and joined in the pleasures as
well as exercises of the occasion. His remarks were received with interruptions
of applause, and demonstrations of high approbation rent the welkin as he sat
down.”

‘We have adverted to the friendship which existed between Mr. Wilder
and the lamented Daniel Webster. They were alike in their admiration
of nature, in their rural tastes and pursuits, and in their love of country.
Their last united efforts were for the promotion of agriculture, dear to
both of them, and for a closer bond of union between the sons of New

* Transactions for 1854,
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Hampshire. Both apieared together upon the stage, and addressed the
vast assembly in Manchester, N. IL, at the anniversary of the Agricultural
Society of that State, in the autumn of 1850. Both contributed toward
the formation of the United States Agricultural Society, and of the asso-
ciation in Boston, called “ The Sons of New Iampshire.” Of the latter,
Mr. Webster was the first President, and Mr. Wilder the second, chosen to
succeed him after his death. One presided at its first festival ; and the
other at its second.

When the great expounder of the Constitution died, there was no more
sincere mourner than Mr. Wilder. He noticed the melancholy event on
four distinct public occasions. The first was on the 30th of November,
1852, the day of the celebration of the obsequies of Mr. Webster in Bos-
ton, when at the head of many hundreds of the sons of New Hampshire,
residents in that city and its suburbs, he received the Executive and Le-
gislature of his native State, escorted them to the Capitol, and introduced
them to the Executive and Legislature of Massachusetts, where he said :—

“ A mighty one has fallen! Our elder brother, New Hampshire’s favorite son,
is no more. All that was mortal of Daniel Webster, the great expounder of
constitutional authority, and national rights, has been consigned to the bosom of
his mother earth. The loss to us, to the country, and to the world, is irrepar-
able. The whole nation mourns. Our city is hung in the drapery of woe, and
the mourners go about the streets.”*

The second was at the anniversary of the United States Agricultural So-
ciety in the city of Washington, February 2, 1853 ; when he thus intro-
duced the subject :—

¢ The Marshfield farmer is numbered with the mighty dead. He was a farmer
—the son of a farmer, and the noblest product of American soil.”

And concluded with this beautiful apostrophe :—

« Yes, sainted patriot! T'here, in those celestial fields, where the sickle of the
great Reaper shall no morc cut down the wise and the good, we hope at last to
meet thee—there, in those pure realms, where the rainbow never fades, where
thy brilliant star shall shine with pure effulgence, and where the high and glori-
ous aspirations of thy soul shall be forever realized.”

The third was at a meeting of the Sons of New Hampshire, October,
1853, when he was elected to succeed Mr. Webster as President of that
body.

“ My heart will never cense to rise in praise and thanksgiving to the Giver of
all good for the immaculate mind of Webster—a mind towering like the heaven-

iercing summits of his native hills—but unlike them never clouded. His intel-
ect shone clear as the blue ethereal of the upper sky.”

The fourth was at the second festival of that body, in the same city, on
the second of the succeeding month; when and where he presided ; and
after rendering (just tributes to the memory of Judge Woodbury and other
worthy sons of New Hampshire, and after alluding to Mr. Webster’s
former connection with that association, and to his masterly speech at its
previous festival, he asked :—

* Webster Memorial, p. 220,
+ See address in Journal of the United States Agricultural SBoclety, vol i, p. 21.
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“ Who of us ean forget his majestic form and mountain brow;, as he then stood

before us, the very impersonation of greatness and power ?
¢ Like some tall cliff, that lifts its awful form,
Swells from the vale, and midway leaves the storm.

And in view of the closing scenes of his life, fringed with the rosy tints of a
fairer to-morrow ; in view of the serenity of his mind, his Christian resignation,
and his hope of a glorious immortality, may we not, with little modification, add
the other lines of this beautiful stanza ?—

¢ Though round his breast the rolling clouds were spread,
Eternal sunshine settled on his head.’”

Mr. Wilder has been honored with seats in both branches of the Legis-
lature, and in the Executive Council of the Commonwealth.

He is still in the midst of his days, and on the flood tide of success. As
a merchant, he possesses a fair and enviable reputation. His valuable ser-
vices in horticulture have made him extensively and favorably known on
both sides of the Atlantic, while his contributions to the cause of agricul-
ture, have. rendered him a favorite with the common people, especially
with the yeomanry of the whole country. In concurrence with this judg-
ment, one of the standard periodicals of the city of Boston justly re-
marks :—

« Mr. Wilder has been for the last quarter of a century one of the ¢ solid men
of Boston,” whose virtues have a practical existence, benefiting and ennobling
the community of which they are members. But though engaged in the mer-
cantile profession, he has, by extensive experimental practice, applied his ac-
quired knowledge of rural arts, and has made large and valuable additions to
the common stock, by his various discoveries, and improved modes of cultiva-
tion.

« His name, as the zealous patron and tPromoter of the noblest of all sciences,
will fill a luminous page in the history of human progress and improvement—a

age that will suffer no detriment by the lapse of years, and which will have its
rnterpreter on every hillside, and in every valley where rural taste and refine-
ment are found. Long may he live, the benefactor of his race, and the noblest
type of honorable manhood.” .

His publications evince much study and research ; his style is concise,
clear, and often elegant; his diction, pure and forcible; and his elocution,
dignified and impressive. As a presiding officer over large deliberative
assemblies, he has few equals, and probably no superiors, being in manner -
affable, in personal appearance commanding; and in both thought and
speech peculiarly apt and appropriate. May his example excite our youth,
especial?y our young merchants and our noble yeomanry, to a more hope-
ful emulation ; and may the sequel of his history be as auspicious as its
beginning! The time has not yet arrived .(may it come late!) to analyze
his character, and to pronounce his eulogy.
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SHIPOWXERS—GOODS DELIVERED AND ACCEPTED.

In the Court of Queen’s Bench, May 26th, 1854. Brown vs. Byrne.

Lord Campbell gave {’zdgment in this case. He said this was a special case,
extremely well argued before my brothers Withman,' Erle, Crompton, and my-
self, at tKe sittings after last term, by Mr. Millish and Mr. Blackburn; and the
question for decision is shortly this:—Whether, in an action by a shipowner
against the indorsee of a bill of lading, to whom %oods have been delivered at
Liverpool, and who has accepted them, the bill of lading making them deliver-
able, * he paying freight for them five-eighths of a penny ‘)er pound, with five
per cent primage and average accustomed,” the latter may lawfully claim to re-
tain for £138 11s. 3d., the amount of the freight at rate specified, £1 16s. 3d.;
on the ground that, by the custom of Liverpool, he is entitled to a deduction of
three months’ discount from the freight. It is admitted that the custom exists
in fact, in regard of shipments from New Orleans, and some other ports in the
southern States of the American Union, to Liverpool ; but it is objected to as
bad in law, because it is inconsistent with the written document, the bill of lading.
Five-eighths of a penny on the weight of a cargo equals, it is said, £138 11s.3d.,
the bilf must be read as if that sum wero specified in it, and this custom, if
allowed, will change it to £136 15s. The principles on which this case is to be
decided are perfectly clear; the difficulty lies in the application of them to